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„IF A MAN DIE, SHALL HE LIVE AGAIN?“ 
Ay ÛRATION DELIVERED BY Dr. SEXTON, at GoswELL HALL, 
on Sunpay EvENING, Janvary llr, 1874. 


The book in which the question is contained that I have made 
the basis for my discourse this evening, is considered by many 
eminent scholars to be the most ancient in the world. Whether 

that be so or not, I shall not attempt to discuss to-night; the ques- 
tion itself is certainly a most important one: “If a man die, shall 
he live again? 

There is very considerable difference of opinion amongst scholars 
as to what the author himself meant by the question. Do the 

Words involve an affirmative or negative answer, or a doubt as.to 
whether man should live again after death or not? Some contend 
that the doctrine of human immortality was entirely unknown to 
the Jews, and that the Old Testament contains no reference whateyer 
to the future life. Bishop Warburton, in his “ Divine Legation of 
Moses,” finds an argument in favour of the divine authority of the 
t Jewish lawgiver in the fact that he promised his people no 
8 but temporal ones, such as long life and happiness, and 
held out to them no threats of any punishment beyond the grave. 
Adopting this theory, Job is supposed, in putting the question, “ If 
‘a man die, shall he live again?“ to be simply saying, in another form, 
that he will not. This is further attempted to be proved by one 
portion of the context. 
For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout 
: as and that the tender branch thereof will not cease. Though 
the root thereof wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in 
hte ground; yet, through the scent of water, it will bud and bring 
forth boughs like a plant. But man dieth and wasteth away; yea, 
man giveth up the ghost, and where is he.” 
‘The tree is quoted, it is supposed, as a contrast to man; the shrub 
way be cut down level with the ground, but it will sprout forth 
again; but man, what of him ?—he‘‘dieth and wasteth away,” he lieth 
- down and riseth not. Others maintain that the question involves 
an affirmative answer, and that Job did most unquestionably believe 
in human immortality. Hence his language implies that the resi- 
denee of man in the grave is not for ever. 
oh, that thou wouldst hide me in the grave, that thou wouldst 
keep me secret, until thy wrath be past; that thou wouldst appoint 
me a set time, and remember me! Ifa man die, shall he live ayain? 
i aiie days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come. 
hou shalt call, and T will answer thee.” 


` 
i] 


Same others there are who think that the question involves 
doubt, and that the writer put it as showing that he was desirous 
1 oblaning information on a subject of which he was ignorant. 
Ifa man die, shall he live again? the answer to which would be 
in that case, I really don't know ; can you inform me? as shall be 
very glad to receive instruction on so momentous a topic.” 
_ Whichever of these views be the correct one, it is quite certain 
it the question itself is one of tremendous import: and whatever 
may have thought upon the subject, our business is to endea- 
yur to answer it for ourselves. In attempting to do this, I shall 
ide my subject into three parts, for the purpose of dealing 
the topic in a methodical manner. I shall therefore consider 


I. Tur IMPORTANCE or THE QUESTION. 


There are few men who will for one moment dispute that it is of 

è greatest im o that we should be able toanswerthe question 
rily, If aman die, shall he live again? If our happiness in 

re state—supposing there to be such a state—be unaiflected 
ions we hold on this side of the grave, which L am by no 
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| means certain of, still the desire to have this problem solved is so 


strong in most men's minds that a satisfactory answer to the 
question must be looked upon as a great boon to mankind, There 
are, however, men who contend that it is a problem that can never 
be solved at all, others who think that the only answer that we 
can obtain to the question is a negative one, and yet a third class 
who hold that the whole thing should be ignored, and that we 
ought to devote all our attention to the concerns of this life, and 
leave the affairs of the future world—even if we are convinced that 
there is a future world—until we land upon its shores. These 
views we will briefly consider. 

1. The Theory that denies a Future Life. —Materialism to-day 
is destructive and dogmatic. She has entered the holy of holies, 
and destroyed the sacred things. She has sounded the universe, 
and found nothing in it but the material husks of existence; 
all spirit-beings are with her simply the wild imaginings of a 
maniacs brain. She has taken her plumb-line and level and 

measured infinity. She has explored space from star to star, and 

learned the delectable lesson that there is no God, and that man 
| passes at death into cold oblivion and blank nothingness. In days 
gone by poets occasionally held this delightful prospect up to view, 
but the theory was never popular. To-day science, throwing aside 
the spiritual power which has made her what she is, declares 
herself on the side of the materialist. Scholars have frequently 
read—but usually attached little importance to the words—the 
lines of Seneca translated thus :— 


After death nothing is, and nothing death, 
The utmost limits of a gasp of breath. 
Let the ambitious zealot lay aside vii 
His hope of heaven (whose faith is but his pride). 
Let slavish souls lay by their fear, 
Nor be concerned which way, or where, 
After this life they shall be hurfd— 
Dead, we become the lumber of the world; 
And to that mass of matter shall be swept 
Where things destroyed with things unborn are kept. 
Devouring Time swallows us whole, 
Impartial Death confounds body and soul. 
For hell and the foul fiend that rules 
The everlasting fiery gaols 
Devised by rogues, dreaded by fools, 
With his grim grisly dog that keeps the door, 
Are senseless stories, idle tales, 
' Dreams, whimsies, and no more.“ 

These views are now considered by many to be strictly in 
accordance with the newest teachings of science. Professor 
Huxley, whilst declaring that he is “no materialist,” and that he 
believes materialism to“ involve grave philosophical error,” has yet 
given utterance to language which the materialistic philosophers 
have paraded with triumph in their lectures and pamphlets as 
admitting cf no other interpretation than an admission that their 
doctrines are true from a scientific standpoint, and that man is 
matter and nothing more. He says: “But 1 bid you beware that 
in accepting these conclusions (that is, the conclusions he has pre- 


*, Post mortem nihil est, ipague mors nihil, ` 
Velocis spacii meta novissima., 
Spem pouant avidi, solleiti metum, 
Quæris quo jaceas post obitum laco? 
Quo non nata jacent. 
Tempus nos avidum devorat, et chaos. 
Mors individua est noxia corpori, 
Neo parens animw. Tænari, et aspero 
Regnum sub domino, limen et obsidens 
Custos non tascili Cerberus ostia, 
R umore vacui, verbaque inania, 
Et par solicito tabula samnic. 
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Viousty arrived at onthe salject of Protoplasm) “you are placing 
your feet on the first rung of a Indder which, in most people's 
estimation, is the reverse of Jacoba, and loads to the antipodes of 
heaven. I may seom a small thing to admit that the dull vital 
actions of a fangus or a foraminifer are the properties of their 
protoplasm, and are the direct results of the nature of the matter 
of which they are composed. But if, as T have endeavoured tw 
prove to you, their protoplasm is essentially identical with, and 
most readily converted inte, that of any animal, I can discover no 
logical balting-pince between the admission that such is the case, 
aml the farther concession that all vital action may, with equal 
propriety, be said to be the result of the molecular forces of the 
proteplasm which displays it. And if so it must be true, in the 
sane sense and to the same extent that the ts to which Iam 


now giving utterance and your thoughts g them, are the 
expression of molecular changes in that matter of life which is the 


source of our other vital | 
Now, however the may disclaim any intention on his | 
part of lending his support to the sceptical materialism of the age, 


this teaching must unquestionably have a very powerful materialistic 
tendency. IT to č the thoughts to which Iam now giving 
utterance and your thoughts ing them” to molecular changes 


in protoplasm be not materialism of the very grossest kind, then 
J am at a loss to understand what materialism is, German writers 
have, however, gone somewhat farther than this, and have spoken | 
out plainly on the sebject with no fear of being considered 
materialists, but rather with a degree of pride in the name as imply- | 
ing that they were more rational and less superstitious than other 
people, who were foolish enough to believe that they could live 
after they were dead. Dr. Strauss, whose climax of scepticism I | 
suppose may be now considered to be reached—unless he should 
hereafter take to denying matter as well as spirit—discovers an 
argument against the future life in the want of room in which the 
disembadied spirits can reside. He says, in his recent work, “ The 
Old Faith and the New: * i 
“ When it comes to a question of existence of living beings, and, 
moreover, of many thousand millions of such beings, it is indis- 
pensable to enquire after the place where such beings—we allude 
to the souls of the departed—are to be disposed of. Ancient 
Christianity was at no loss how to answer such a question, having 
abundant space at its command for the elect in heaven beyond the 
starry frmament—for the damned in hell deep under the earth. 
For us, as we have seen already, that heavenly space has vanished | 
from around the throne of God; while the space in the interior of 
gur globe is so completely filled with terrestrial matter of various 
kinds, that for hell also we have no locality to spare.” 
Dr. Büchner, another eminent German, remarks with the greatest 
“A spirit without body is as unimaginable as electricity or 
magnetism without metallic or other substances on which these 
forees act. We have equally shown that the animal soul does not 
come into the world any innate intuitions, that it does not 
represent an ens per se, but is a product of external influences, 
without which it would never have been called into existence. 
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He will frequently hear observations proving that the belief in 
existence a ter death has taken but a feeble root in the mind. Tha 
whole tendency of our time, all social efforts, are scarcely in har. 
mony with this doctrine. ‘No one, says Feuerbach, Who bas 
eyes to see can fail to remark that the helief in the immortality of 
the soul has long been effaced from ordinary life, and that it only 
exists in the subjective imagination of individuals, till very numer. 


ous.’ Nor can we otherwise explain the fear of death, despite all 
the consolation religion affords, if death were not considered sə 
putting an end to all the pleasures of the world,” 

The most superficial observer of human nature eannot fail to 
detect the fallacy of this reasoning. In the first piace, the fear of 
death arises in the majority of cases not from the in the 
mind of the dying person of annihilation, but from exactly the 
reverse fact—that he pictures to himself a life beyond the tomb, 
and is not quite certain how it may fare with him when he enters 
upon this new state of existence. „in is by no means 
correct to say that the doctrine of the immortality of the soul has 
had “ but few partisans” amo “the enlightened of all nations 

| and times.” On the contrary, the belief that man will live again 
| after death ix as old as human mature. All nations, from the wor 


highly civilised down to those in the lowest state of bar 1, 
have, with a few exceptions, held some kind of opinien—vague 
though it may often have been—of the immortality of the soul. 
Theodore Parker very truly observes, The doctrine of eternal 
life is always popular. If you were to poll the world to-day, and 
get the ayes and noes, of all mankind, nine hundred and ninety- 
nine out of every thousand would give the vote for immortality.” 
It is rather coal of the materialistic philosophers of to-day to 
claim all the culture of the world as being on their side. We had 
thought that some thousands of men might be named who occu- 
pied the very highest possible positions in the realms of thought 
whose erudition. talent, and genius no one ever attempted ta dis- 
pute. and who, despite all this, were the most devoted adherents to 
the doctrine of man’s immortality. In this it seems we are Wrong. 
Shakspeare and Milton lacked culture, Bacon was a fool, Sir 
Isaad Newton a pigmy, Faradax a nobody. Ye gods! The great 
geniuses to whom the world is expected to pay homage in the 
19th century are Dr. Louis Büchner. Dr. D. F. Strauss, and, I sup- 
pose, the “ Editor of the National Reformer” Verily materialism 
has become so inflated with pride since science claimed to some 
extent an alliance with her, that her effrontery and dogmatism are 
simply intolerable. The lesson she has to teach is by no means so 
agreéable that she should presume upon its speedy acceptance by 
mankind at large. A universe without a God, and man without a 
soul, present little to boast of in the shape of the consolation they 
can bring to suffering humanity. 
2. The Theory that declares a Knowledge of the Future Life te be 
impossible.—Secularism, as taught by George Jacob Holyoake, holds 
that the problem of the future life cannot be solved. This form of 
Secularism is not very prevalent. however, to-day, the large mass 
of men who at one time were content with these moderate opinions 
having relinquished them for the more extreme form of Atheism, 
which declares the immortality of man to be impossible, and the 


In the face of all these facts, unprejudiced philosophy is compelled | existence of God demonstrably false. This is not to be wondered 


to reject the idea of an individual immortality, and of a 


a con- 


material substratum, through which alone it has acquired 


scious existence and become a person, and upon which it was de- inquire into. 


0 à personal at, since there is more satisfaction to the mind in a certainty, even 
continuance after death. With the decay and dissolution of its though it be a 


fal one, than to have to rest continually in 
ignorance upon a topic which of all others our instinct impels us to 
i Many years since, when I held views somewhat 


ndent, the spirit must cease to exist. All knowledge which this | akin to those of Mr. Holroake—and here I may say I never had 
has acquired relates to earthly things; it has become con- any sympathy with the extreme opinions of other leaders of the 


scious of itself in, with, and by these things 
by its being opposed against 
can we imagine it to be possible that, torn away from these 


. ags; it has become a | party—I wrote the following words, which I now quote because 
against earthly limited individualities. | they will show the state of mind of those who believe the problem 


of the future life to be incapable of solution. I am speaking of 


necessary conditions, this being should continue to exist with self- | death as a tremendous fact, and I proceed: 


consciousness and as the same person ? 


It is not reflection, but 
obstinacy ; not science, but fait 
and e ically against individual immortality, as against any 
‘petal existence of the soul?” * ~~ * *° T * * 

“ Experience and daily observation teach us that the spirit 
yetishes with its material substratum; that man dies. The 
times have been, says Macbeth, ‘that when the brains were 
out the man would die, and there an end.’ There never 
bas been, and never will be, a real apparition, which could make 
us believe or assume that the soul of a deceased individual con- 
tinnes to exist: it is dead, never to return. That the soul of 
a deceased person,’ says Burmeister, ‘does not reappear after 
death is not contested by rational people. Spirits and ghosts are 
only seen by diseased or superstitious individuals. 

In another part of the book he endeavours to show, very much 
against the real facts of the case, that the doctrine of the immor- 
tality of man has never been 


p faith, which supports the idea of a| Œdipus would be incompetent to solve. We laugh, 
personal continuance. ‘Physiology, says Vogt, ‘ decides definitely | take ae ease on soft ata or wear ourselves ont wi 


“ The fact stares us in the face—-the explanation isa riddle which oven 
1 and weep; 
the labour and 
turmoil of business; the end always the same—we fade away iuto ` 
oblivion, and are forgotten. 
To-day we frolic in the rosy bloom 
Of jocund vonth the morrow knells us to the tomb. 
A dark, impenetrable curtain surrounds us—we are ever moving 
towards its gloomy shades. We pass behind it frequently when our 
here seemed brightest. Friends may mourn us, relatives 
may lament our loss, companions may call to us; but we neither return 
nor answer. From behind that curtain no voice issueth—not even the 
gentle whisperings of a sigh—there cometh forth nothing but a deep and 
profound silence, the very stillness of which is terribly awful. Each 
man, as he shuffles off his mortal coil, leaves behind him but a mass of 
senseless earth—his feelings, his reason, his love, his genius—Alas! 
where are they ? He who yesterday lit up mirth in a whole assembly by 
his radiant smile, or moved masses by his words of fire, bas to-day 


amongst people at all ad- become the sport of every wind—food for the meanest of creatures, 


popular € 
vanced in intellectual culture, and is not therefore true, He says, His form has gone— 


„Among the rhtened of all nations and times, the dogma of 
the immortality of the soul has had ever but few parti h 
they made no efforts obstinately to support their opinion like their 
p i said on his deathbed, I ‘shall now enter 


opponents. Mirabeau 


To mix for ever 9 elements. 


To be a brother insensible ö 
And to the si sh clod, which the rude swain 
Turns with his s and treads upon. 


Very mysterious allthis. We demand of the Universe an explanation 


the celebrated Danton, being interrogated | of the problem, and the only reply we obtain is, all things are mutable. 


before the revoluti tribunal as to his residence, said, ‘My | man amongst the rest. But why ?—Creation returns no answer. Her 
ence soon be in nothingness,’ Frederick the Great, one myriads of stars, and millions of forms of organie and inorganie things, 

of the gr geniuses Germany has produced, candidly confessed present the problem; but the key to its solution they withho!:,~ 

his disbelief in the immortality of the soul. He who has oppor-| According to these views the problem isnot to be solved on this 

tunities of observing people in the domestic circle, and in various | side of the grave. Our most ardent to penetrate behind 

critical situations, is able to j how much the ideas of the | the black curtain that falls at death are so many idle and puerile 

enlightened classes differ from the dogmas of the Church in| wishes eq in wisdom the erying of a child for the moon. 


general, and particularly as regards the immortality of the soul. 


They must be crushed ont of our nature as something evil and eal- 


culated to load us away from the real business of life, Such is the | 
air a of Secularism. 
3. The Theory that ignores & Future Tife—There ia yot | 
another theory in connection with modern Secularism that | 
may be glanced at for ono moment. My, Charles Watts, as 
far as J can gather from- his writings and from conversations 
that I have had with him on tho subject, takes a somewhat dif- 
ferent position from those persons who deny—as the majority of | 
Secularists do—the existence of God and the possibility of a future 
life, and also from those who with Mr. Holyoake look upon the 
problem relating to these questions as one which cannot bo solved, 
He holds that the, Whole matter should be ignored; that is, if 
we believe in God and immortality, we should in no way allow the 
opinions that we hold to influence our conduct here; that man’s | 


may entertain regarding what is usually called theology, he should 
: act as though his entire existence were limited to this life. This 

view of course considerably widens the secular platform, which, 
upon the principle that Secularism and e thal is, the denial 
of God and immortality—are identical, is exceedingly narrow, but 
after all it simply enjoins an impossibility. 

Every opinion that a man holds upon ever so trivial a topic is 
certain more or less to influence his life. No one can have paid 
any attention whatever to the workings of the human mind, but 
he must have come to the conclusion that belief very largely 
y governs conduct, and that it is perfectly impossible for any man to 
entertain seriously and honestly any opinions, and to ‘act as though 
he thought otherwise, that is unless he plays the part of an out- 
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pantheists, sxe God in everything—thus mistaking N 17591 for 
Deity—and gain come slight glimpse of the Fatherhood of God, as 
did Aratus in that poem from which St. Paul on one occasion 
quotes: 

From God we spring, whom man can never trace, 

Though geen, heard, tasted, felt in every place; 

The loneliest spot by mortal seldom trod, 

The crowded city, all is full of God ; 

Oceans and Jakes for God is all in all, 

And we are all his offspring. 

This however leaves the question of the future life in a great“ 

state of uncertainty. 
_ 2. Science.—Vrom this source'we can obtain but little information. 
Science has devoted herself soexclusiyely to investigating material 


duty is confined to secular work, and that whatever theories he | nature that she has lost sight completely of the spirit which muet 


necessarily give life and activity to every atom of matter, or it 
‘would cease to be. You may go into the laboratory or the dis- 
secting room, but no answer are you likely to get in either to the 
question, “If a man die, shall he live again?“ Test-tubes, retorts, 
air-puipps, electric machines, galvanic batteries, and magnets, can 
tell us nothing of the immortality of man. These, tegether with 
the rest of the cumbrous display of scientific appliances will bo 
questioned in vain. You may practise yivesection on poor harmless 


| unoffending brute creatures, putting to torture cats, dogs, rabbits, 


birds, and a hundred other species of animals, but all in vain. No 
glimpse of immortality will you gain from such a source. You 
may dissect the human body, and examine most minutely every , 
part, but no trace will you find of that ossiculum luz which ancient 


rageous hypocrite. If this be so with regard to the views people 
hold upon trivial matters, how much more largely will it be the 
caso when great questions like those of the existence of God and 
the immortality of the soul are involved. The man who thoroughly 


| 

f believes in God—not asan abstraction, but as a great Personal 

P Father, to whom he is responsible for the uses ho makes of his 
time and the purposes to which he applies his talents, and in a 

i future life, in which the position he isto occupy will be regulated 


by his conduct here, cannot live as though he were an Atheist, 
with no hope beyond the present life. I speak not of men who 
N simply give a formal assent to certain theological propositions, as, 
alas! too many professed Christians do; they can of course 
devote all their attention to money-getting on six days of the week, 
and put on their “otherworldly” habits on the Sabbath with their 
Sunday clothes, to be laid aside again on Monday morning until 
once more required. These people may be good-enough Secu- 
larists to satisfy Mr. Watts, and he is welcome to them. But the 
i man who is in earnest in his belief in God and immortality can no 
more confine all his attention to secular things, than he can refuse 
$ to eat when he is very hungry and hasa table before him well 
Supplied with good substantial food of which he has every right 
: to partake. The religious opinions that do not influence a man’s 
. life are worth very little indeed. 
{ All these theories that Materialism and Secularism have furnished 
| with regard to the future life are little worth, since they either 
leave the problem unsolyed, or solve it in a way that is rather 
cutting the Gordian knot than untying it. We want an answer to 
| the question, “If a man die, shall he live again ?“ For this society 
yearns. Let us see whether thero is any source from whence we 
3 cin obtain the information that we need. i 


f I.—Vanious MODES OF ANSWERING THE QUESTION. 


There are seyeral methods that might be suggested, by which an 
answer to the question “ If a man die, shall he live again” might be 
obtained. We will very briefly glance at a few of these, and in 
doing so will appeal to— 

ö I. The Physical Universe. Man plants his foot firmly down upon 
4 the earth and gazes above and around into the infinite space that 
meets him at every turn. It is evening, and stars shine out oyer- 
head like so many diamonds set in ebony, and the moon sheds her 
silvery beams over the glad face of nature, causing a calm repose to 
rest upon the earth, indicative of the holiest peace of the human heart. 
Insects buzz on the wing, flocks bleat in the distant pasture, a gentle 
pbpreeze rustles in the trees, and all Nature seems to enjoy the quiet 
stillness of the hour. ‘The breast of the human being, however, 
Who gazes upon this peaceful scene is troubled with the question 
ka man die, shall he live again?” IIe bursts out in an earnest 
inquiry, puts his question to stars, and trees, and purling streams. 
Alas, they reply not. Their own work is enough for them, and 
man must be left to his fate. In the daytime he gazes on the sun, 

] while in all its meridian splendour its beams are making merry the 
LA ird on the wing, the cattle browsing on the hill, the flowers in all 
Y the radiance of their summer hue, the rolling waves of “old ocean's 
d 


rity and order that Eip around, and the harmony 
d, to say nothing of the good- 


Rabbis belieyed to furnish the germ of the resurrection bod y. 
Take the brain in your hand and carefully inspect it, and no extent 

of conyolutions, depths of sulci, grey matter, or peculiarity of hip- 
p dag will give you the faintest indication of the life beyond the 

Omb, $ 

3. The Intellectual and Moral Powers of*the Human Mind.— 

Here, no doubt, we approach nearer to the region in which 
the solution of the problem is to be made; but still some uncer- 
tainty will probably remain. Intellectually there is no doubt a 
great gulf between man and the next animal in the scale below 
him. We possess the power of looking forward and contemplating 
the future, a capability with which it is highly questionable 
whether any of the lower animals are blessed. Man knows that 
he will die, and contemplates death with philosophic calmness; 
no lower animal has any idea of what death is, and only judges of 
it when it comes by the pain which it brings. Herein there is no 
doubt a wide difference between the two, but it is still questionable 
whether this amounts to a proof of man’s immortality, It is often 
said that as we see into the future there must always be a future 
before us. But why must? Even our strongest wishes, our most 
ardent longings, and our highest aspirations after immortality can 
prove nothing to the atheist. The man who believes in a kind and 
good “Heavenly Father” will see clearly that these aspirations 
and desires so deeply rooted in human nature were never intended 
to mislead us, and that consequently their realisation in some future 
world is certain. But to the atheist who recognises no God this 
argument is worthless. How can he tell but that all human lite 
may be a mockery, and our noblest inclinations and most ardent 
hopes only destined to be disappointed in the end? A stronger 
case by far may be made out from the social and moral aspect of 
man’s nature. All men have a hatred of injustice, and the thought 
that it will in any case always go unpunished is a very terrible one. 
I do not, of course, speak of individual instances, in which a par- 
ticular person may fancy he has sustained a wrong at the hands ot 
someone else, and may therefore desire that punishment shall ulti- 
mately overtake the offender, but of the universal belief of man- 
kind in Nemesis. The form which this desire of justice may 
assume amongst different peoples will of course be exccedingly 
various. In savage nations, where the ideas of justice amongst 
men are low, as a matter of course the notions entertained of the 
justice that is to bo meted out by God will not be very exalted. 
Still the belief is there, and we have a right to demand how it 
came if not from God. All literature in every age recognises this 
preps, and history shows that it has always prevailed more or 
ess amongst mankind. “In every age and nation,” remarks an 
able writer in the Theological Review, “ epics, dramas, and popular 
legends, wherever they may be found, either directly aim to re- 
present what we haye significantly learned to name ‘ Poetic Justice,’ 
or pay the idea still deeper homage by founding the tragedy of the 
piece on the failure of justice. Never is the notion absent, either 
from the ethical poets, such as the author of ‘Job, Euripides, 
Dante, or Milton, or from those who have followed the principle 
of Art for Art's sake IEschylus, Shakspeare, and Goethe, Each 
of us in the course of life exemplifies the cycle of human thought 
in the matter. In childhood we read history with impatient long- 
ing for the triumph of patriots and heroes and the overthrow of 
their oppressors, and we prefer ancient history to modern because 
it seems to offer a clearer field for the vindication of ethical ideas. 
In youth we find delight in the romances which exhibit virtue as 
crowned with success, and wickedness defeated ; and it is invariably 
with a mingled sense of surprise and indignation that we fling down 
the first tale which leaves us at its conclusion with our legitimate 
anticipations of such a dénouement unsatisfied. To this hour the 
play-going public, which represents the youthful-mindedness of the 
community, refuses to sanction any picture of life wherein, ere the 
curtain falls, the hero is not vindicated from all aspersion, and the 
villain punished and exposed.“ All this goes to show that thero 
is implanted deep in human nature so intense a lovo of justice that 
nothing that happens on this side of tho graye can fully satisfy ite 
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demands. On every hand we sco injustice done, and not undo- ure seattered with wondrous profusion through its pages, and on 
quently the tyrant and the scoundrel go down to the grave not | every leaf there shines out blessed teachings, from the glorious 
only having made no atonement for the wrongs. they did, but even | Summer-land, ; 

rejoicing with their dying breath over their misdeeds; whilst, on the 5. Spiritual Manifestations—In modern days to describe spirita 
other hand, the virtuous man, whose love of rectitnde and honour as coming back from the tomb, and making their appearance to 
has caused him to become a poor, despised wanderer on the face of | mortals, is considered a proof of imbecility of mind, and a lack of 
thy earth, with hardly a home to call his own, is made the victim | intellectual culture. Yet in stating most emphatically that such 
of bitter perseontion at the hands of his oppressors, and dies in | events do occur, and that often— 


destitution, suflering penury and misfortune with no hand held out 12 é PETR 10 
to oller him the slizhtest help, or to make one effort at smoothing ‘That in . 3 
his passngo through the dark valley of death. Now, if God be gust, . lide i 770 1 

à 7 ` : ; n All nations havo believed that from the dead 
there must be a state in which these wrongs will bo rectified. It e aie è : 
8 S 5 s $ f sitant at intervals appears: 
is impossible to conceive otherwise, The atheist may object here, And what is strangest upon this strange head 
as pointed out might be done at another part of the argument, Te, chat whatoter bar the reason rears 
If there be no God, this reasoning falls to the ground. Not so, for ‘Gainst such belief, there's something stronger still 
it is only on the supposition that God—a God of Justione—exists In its behalf, let those deny who will.” 


that this prevailing principle of the mind can be accounted for at | 
all. How came this intense desire to see justice done implanted in 
human nature? By what natural process did it arise? Tell më 
that, Atheist, Naturist, Secularist, or by whatever other name you 
may be known. Experienes! Experience when and of what? 
Clearly we have no experiones of anything that can account for 


These modern spiritual manifestations appear to me to have 
come, in the good providence of God, at a time when nothing ele 
could reach the rampant scepticiam and dogmatic materialism of 
| the ave. As L*have said elsewhere more than once, there never 
| was a period in the history of the world when materialism: wes as 
this principle or give us the slightest clue to its origin. Our ex- dominant as it is to-day. It has forced itself into the templo of 
perience is of grievances unredressed, wrongs, for which no repara- | Denke and almost hurled philosophy from her seat, whilst at 
tion is made, evils unredeemed by good, injustice triumphant, vice | religion it has set up a laugh of scorn that rings through the land, 
unpunished; most assuredly, therefore, we have obtained no such | Somet hing unusual was therefore needed to check its rapid. pro- 
principle as this intense love of justice from individual experience. | Tess, and that something came in the form of Modern Spiritualism, 

t is said sometimes that it is the result of education; but this in | You must not imagine that Spiritualism is new or confined to this 
no way affords any oxplanation, since the question still arises, How ate. Tts manifestations are as old as humanity; there has probably 
did it originate at the first? I may have learned it from my | never been a period in which they have not been more or less 

nts, they from theirs, and so on back for a hundred generations; known, nor an age in which some slight indications of them have 
ut some time or other there must have been a commencement of not been felt. The belief in spirit-communion is well-nigh uni- 


it, and we want to know from what source it then sprang. Indeed, versal, Still, to-day the manifestations come, perhaps to some 
to trace it back to the early periods of the world’s history is rather | tent, m a Dew form, most certainly with a new power, to meet a 
to increase the difficulty of accounting for it on natural principles, Condition of society that had not previously been experienced. 
since in thet casa 2t must have Aad its origin—aceording to the Modern Spiritualism is destined to crush the materialism of the 
theory entertained by the very persons of whom we are speaking | 92°; and hurl the scepticism now so prevalent from the throne 
—with savages, There is but one explanation that is at all satis- which it has usurped. 


factory, which is that the noble principle in question came from It is considered the proper thing to do in fashionable society to 
God, and points the way to immortality. treat the whole thing with supreme contempt ; to assume that those 


The entire moral nature of man may be looked upon as strong who believe in it are simply fools and madmen, not worthy of a 

presumptive evidence of the existence of God and the immortality | moment's consideration, and to sneer significantly whenever the sub- 
8 1 2 r = ae a 2 — 

of the soul. It is difficult to vopceive of a man as a moral being geet is named. There are other persons, however, who feel disposed to 
at all upon any other supposition. Don't misunderstand me here. look leniently upon the phenomena, and to confess that there must 
I don't mean that a disbeliever in God and immortality cannot | be something in it, but who, nevertheless, do not give the least 
de moral, since very frequently he js most strictly so, but that a | CTedence to the spirit theory, nor admit for one moment that com- 
moral nature in man is unaccountable except upon the supposition munications either are or can be received from those of our friends 


that amoral Governor presides over the destinies of the universe. | Who have passed through the change called death. All that is 
Secularism professes to accept the utilitarian scheme cf morals so tated about the phenomena, say they, may be true; but still I fail 
to see how the doctrine of immortality is proved thereby. Now, 


abiy advocated by the late John Stuart Mill. Now Ihave no desire 0 . È ? 
5 ve Jy, | of course, unless the manifestations dó show that there is a future 


to violate the well-known and generally-approved maxim, De eS $ À 
mortuis nil nisi bonum, but assuredly this utilitarianism is a most | life, however valuable they might prove in some other sense, they 
miserable affair. It reduces morals to a rule-of-three sum, and | Would assuredly be useless for our present purpose. That Modern 
makes virtue and vice questions of arithmetic. Before I can know Spiritualism does demonstrate beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
what I ought to do and what leave undone, am I to be expected Man is immortal, and will live after the material body has Been 
to sit down with a sheet of paper before me and work out the | COPsigned to the grave, is certain to the mind of every person who 
result of every individual act mathematically ? This would assu- has carefully investigated the matter. It does this in various ways. 
redly reduce “the whole science of ethics to a farce. To judge of (a.) The Spirit Theory is the oniy one by which all the 3 
an act by its consequences is absurd, since the consequences cannot | Cn be explaincd and accounted f. & score of other ; ypotheses 
be known until the act has been committed. whereas vou want to bave been framed to meet the case, but they have all failed. Dy ou 
learn what is right and what wrong before the act is performed in have psychic force, unconscious cerebration, mesmerism, electricity, 
order to know whether van should do it or not. The morality of 14e0-motor motion, self-delusion, mistaking the subjective for the 
au act is not to be judzed of by its results on society, but by the objective, imposture, conjuring, and other theories ad nauseam, but 
moral law implanted by God deep in the human constitution. That every Spiritualist knows that these, separately and collectively, fail 
moral law is based upon a moral nature in man, implies necessarily to explain a tithe of the manifestations that take place in the 
a Great Moral Governor, and points unmistakably to a future life | simplest circle that has been formed. A writer in the New 
where morality shall reign supreme, and virtue triumph over every Quarterly Magazine holds a mock seance, and imposes upon half- 
Tice. F J = | a-dozen of his friends and frightens a medium by his tricks. He 
The argument from the religious nature of man is still more has a hole in the ceiling of his room, out of which comes a leathern 
conelusire in favour of immortality. The human soul clings to God | band to lift some one to the ceiling; a hole in the floor with 
as its only refuge in distress, and finds in Him its only safety when | @@chinery for raising the table: a hole in one of the walls to pro- 
the tempests of trouble threaten to everwhelm it, and the storms duce an illusion with a. looking-glass, and so on. And We are to 
of adversity, suffering, pain, and temptation to wrong-doing seem believe that when spiritual manifestations take place in our own 
likely to blast every hope, and wither every noble aspiration after | hemes; for example, ail this preparation bas been adopted by some- 
good. The relationship between God and the soul implies immor- body to deceive us. Truly this writer must think we are a set of 
tali | fools. But who is he? No name is given, no address stated; 


= 


tality for man: 8 x : ; ; : 
JJ some of the tricks described are simply impossible; in fact, the 
Can it live, and grow, and Jove Thee, eatch the gory oF Thy face e probably FFF 
en for ever; know vo ting. Mere nd piace? put upon paper. The spirit theory alone will enable us to explain 
r G se the real phenomena, and that theory implies the immortality of 


4. ee many the question of man's immortality is man. f 
considered a subject, about which there should be no dispute, and | ( The Spirits themselves testify as to who and what they are— 
upon which discussion is quite unnecessary, since the whole thing | On this point there is no difference of opinion amongst them. 
has been settled by Revelation. No doubt this isso far satisfactory | Their views vary upon almost every topic, whether social, political, 
that it meets the case of al) those who accept the teachings of the | or theological, but upon this they all agree. 
Bible as being of divine authority. But it must not be forgottem | (c) The Iroofs that they give thal their Statements on this matter 
that there are large numbers of persons who do not believe in the | ere tree are irrefragable—They display knowledge only in the posses- 
Bible as being other than a human—and a very impérfect—produe- | sion of the persons they profess to be, and in a thousand ways 
tion, and upon the minds of such this argument can have no weight. | demonstrate beyond a ae we of a doubt their identity. 4 
If you go to au atheist with tle Bible in your hand and attempt (d) They make themselves manifest to our Organs of Sense— 
to prove the immortality of the soul from its pages, he will either In this respect we have as much evidence of their identity as we 
lauch at you, or suggest that you bad better first establish the have of that of any friend in the flesh that we may meet whilst 
divine anthority of the book. Walking along the street. In fact, if Spiritualism be a delusion, 

Besides all the statements of the Bible upon this subject are | then there is nothing in the world certain, and I cannot even le 
the result of un influx into human nature irom the spirit-world, | sure of my own existence. The evidence of the truth of Spiri- 
and. therefore based more or less upon Spiritualism insome former tualism to me is as strong as the evidence I possess that L am 
other. The Bible js essentially a Spiritual book, Spiritual truths | speaking to you at this moment; and if I experience doubt 

* 
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yespecting the one I might with equal reason do vo reg 
other. Such a course would, I take. it, hardly by S 
or wise, i 

Spiritualism, therefor, demonstrates beyond dispute the Mët 
that man is immortal, and will live on when his material orzaniea- 
tion bas been distributed to the winds and the elements of whith 
it was Composed entered into new cowbidations. It ia Curtain 
therefore that if aman dieth, ho shall live again, 

III. Tite Resvu.ts THAT FLOW FROM AN Arriiaarriyr 
ANSWER TO kun QUESTION. —UÜUnder this bowl | must bo exceod- 
ingly brief, as I have already fhe exceeded the time Thad inteuded 
ty address you. The answer to the question, “Lf a man die 
shall he live again ¥” will, as Ihave already atated, very consider- 
ablv influence his entire character. The knowledye T do not ise 
the word belied, for Spiritualism has rendered that inappropriate — 
fiat a man will live after death must be productive of treman- 
dòus resulis.in reference to his life, whatever Seculariam may sey 
to the contrary, He kunws that there is no such thing as death; 
that what men call by that ugly name is really a birth into a 


arding this 
deemed jational 
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higher sphere, an entrance into e holier and happier region, in | 


whose precincts he will be enabled through untold ages to 
cultivate his intellect, perfect his moral character, and enjoy to 
the fullextent of his capability all that is pure „true, and 
rodiy. 

The fact, toa, that he knows that those dear to him, from 
whom he was separated so painfully when the stern and cruel 
hand of death wrenched them from his hearth away, still live in 
á happier land, must afford him almost inconceivable joy. They 
left him long, long azo, but their images haunt him still; in 
dreams at night and in reveries by day their forms appear. as they 

_ were in that far off past when loye bound them so closely to his 


{P 
» food 


heart. He had thought them dead, and therefore lost to him for | 


ever, but the glorious licht of immortality broke in upon him, its 
beams, penetrated into the darkness of his mind, and he soon learned 
the soul-inspiring truth that a region of joy, peace, and love lies 
beyond the black waters of death, and that in the bosom of God 
his loved ones had found an everlasting home. 

The eternal union of the soul with God also flows from the 
doctrine of the future life, and this is perhaps after all its very 
highest consolation. He who knows what it is for the soul to 
yearn after God and to find rest in Almighty love, will see how 
vast is the happiness that must arise from the knowledge, that his 
destiny is to progress in this direction for ever, and that in that 
heavenly home no cloud will arise to shut out the Sun of Divine 
Goodness from his eyes through the countless ages of eternity. 
There is always danger of being accused of fanaticism, when 
speaking on this theme, yet it cannot be avoided. The inner life 
of man is of more importance after all than the outer life, and the 
summum bonum of that inner life is faith and trust in, and above 
all, love to God. The eternal resting-place of the soul is in God; 
there is none other. The heavenly home is the real home, hence 
the ardent longing after the immortal life. “If,” said W. J. Fox, 
“heaven be indeed a dream, it is one of nature's dreams whose 
visions are prophecies.” 

A knowledge of the fact that there is a future state beyond the 
tomb must lead, too, to a life such as become men who are to live 
forever. If we feel thoroughly and earnestly that we are to live 

in in a land on the other side of the river of death, and that 
our state there will be such as our conduct here has made it, our 
every act must be largely influenced thereby. I do not ask you to 
subscribe to any form of theological faith, neither do I mark out 
for you the moral path in which you are to walk. I do not dictate 
to you, saying dò this and leave that undone; I only impress upon 
you the importance of living here such a life as shall best prepare 
i for the great hereafter that is to come. “If a man die, shall 

o live again?” Yes, that is as certain as that I am speaking to 
you at this moment and you listening to what I say, 


MY GHOST EXPERIENCES. 
j By WILLIAM Vorceman, 
Ë Parr I.—THE STRUGGLING “GHOST.” 
Enter Ghost, 


Horatio: “Took, my lord, it comes!" 
Hamlet, “Thou com’st in such a questionable shape, 
eee 6 Wit my thinmein? 
Say, why is this? wherefore? what should we do?"—SAKsPEARE. 


j 
? 

* 
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J 
Justice Shallow. “I am sworn of the peace; © * * Keep them asunder,” — 
BITAKEP HARE. 5 


Extract from Publie Litter, “I am fully aware that by writing in this stylo 
T subject myself to ridicule, and to be considered either a fool or an impostor, * © 
* * that gives me not one moment's pain.”—J, C. LUxMoone, Justice of the Peace, 


C 
3 


“Dost thou not suspect my place? Dost thou not suspect my 


berry. 
Á ? hat he were here to write me dawn—an sss! but, masters, remember 
that Tam an ass; though it be not written down, yet forget not Lam au ass,"— 
ge. 


|" Pei Set “Get the learned writer to set down our excommunication.”— 


P 
ny ot friends, and others interested, have urged upon 


2 luty of making public my recent “Ghost” experiences, 

ich, in the form of certain charges against me, have received in 
nirijualist ex-parte statement and treatment. , 

Col nee ig not without reluctance; for it seems to me 

ements just referred to (ex-parte though they be), if 

ed, are in themselves a sufficient vindication 

on to the “Ghost” which appoared 
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through the *mediumship" of Miss Florence Cook while she 
However, 


remained, as alleged, tied and walat in her cabinet. 
that both mides may hove a huwing, I present my own record of 
the čase, and would merely, by way of preface, acknowledge my 
obligation to my “rienda the eneiny” for the public report upon 
which they have ventured. Without auch report I should have 
been deprived of much corroboration: a corroboration the more 
important seeing that it iq volunteered by my antagonists, who 
Witt receive back in good part some of the * raps” they have 
endeavoured to inflict upon me, and not object to my attempt’ at 
“turning the tables” upon them. 
Tun Onanas scars: M 

is preferred in the following report, now reprinted verbatim from 
The unit ui Dee. 12th, 1873, entitled 

“GROSS OUTRAGE AT A SFIRIT CIRCLE. 

“ Last Toeslay night there was a seance at Mr. Cook's. Among the 
guests present were the Earl of Caithness (who is not u Spiritualist), 
Laily Caithness and the Count E! Conde“ de Medina Pomér, of 46, 
Portland-place, W.; Mr. Charles Blackburn, Parkfield, Didsbury, near 
Manchester; Mr. Henry M. Dunphy, barrister-at-law, Essex-court, 
Temple, E. C.; Me. J. C. Luxmoore, J. P., 16, Gloucester-square, Hyde- 
park, W.; Mrs. A. Corner, und Mr. E. E. Corner (ship's rst oficer), 
St. Thomas's-square, Hackney; Mr. II. Bielfeld, 205, Kuaton-road ; 
Mr. G. R. Tapp, 15, Queen Margaret’s-grove, Islington ; Mr. W. II. 
Harrison, Wilinin-villa, Herne-bill; Mr. and Mrs. Cook and children : 
and the person who committed the outrage deseribed in the following 
document: 

“This evening at Miss Cooks seance, during the appearance of what 
purported to be the spirit ‘Katie, a man, named Volekman, rose up, 
grasped her round the waist with botli arms, and tried to throw her 
down with his fect. Mr. Tapp and Mr. Corner seized the man who thus 
broke the conditions which we were all admitted on the understanding 
we would keep. Katie’ instantly extricated herself from his clutches, 
anil aided by Mr. Luxmoore, was in a moment back in the cabinet. 
Alter a delay of about five minutes, during which Katie gave earnest 
instructions to the sitters, the cabinet was opened and Miss Cook found 
in black dress, und boots, with the tape tightly round her waist, as at 
the beginning of the seance, the knot sealed us at first with the signet- 
ring of the Earl of Caithness, and sewn underneath the seal with thread, 
as it had been sewn before the seance by Mr. Luxmoore, The tape and 
seal are now in the possession of the Earl of Caithness. Before the 
seance the cabinet was searched by the strangers present, and after it by 
Lady Caithness and others. Lady Caithness and Mrs. Corner, who 
never lost sight of Miss Cook from the moment the cabinet was opened, sub- 
sequently led the medium to her bedroom after she had recovered from 
the severe shock, and searched her. She had ber boots and black 
dress on, and no white drapery, and nothing but ber ordinary dress. 
There was nothing in her pockets. Her under garments were coloured 
wadded winter clothing. We all regard the act of the man as a gross 
outrage, and think the results redound greatly to the credit of Miss Cook. 

© CAITHNESS. J. C. Lux unk. 
Mane CAITHNESS. Hesry M. Desrur. 
£1, Coxpe DE Mepixa Pousar. Hesry BELFELD. 
Catsnves BLACKBURN, Epwann Ercte Conner. 
Asegura Convent. Guorcr Rogert Tarr. 
William H. HARRISON. 
“ Dee. Och, 1873.“ ; 

The high breeding and good taste of this report are only equalled 
by its incompleteness and simplicity. Notwithstanding the refined 
and aristocratic halo conferred by signatures representing Scottish 
and Spanish nobility, notwithstanding its endorsement by newspaper 
editors, a barrister-at-law, and a justico of the peace, Mr. Harrison 
(editor of The Spiritualist) appears to have been uneasily con- 
scious of its deficiency, Taking advantage then of his official 
capacity and of his presence at the seance he appends further 
details, to which the silence of his fellow sitters gives assent. Ile 
Says: 

“After Katie ceased to speak, moans were heard coming from her 
medium, who soon afterwards began to shriek, and to cry out about 
‘burning’ pains. Mrs. Cook then began to faint and the children to 
ery, the little brother of the medium expressing the fear that ‘Florrie 
would die.’ The cabinet was then opened, and, after the tapes had been 
examined and removed, the ladies took the suffering medium under their 
care. Before this, Mr. Corner, assisted by Mr. Tapp, walked the person 
who committed the deed upstairs, and, after waiting to learn whether 
the medium were alive or dead they let him go. His nose had been 
scratched in the brief scuflle. We do not know whether he is a Spiri- 
tunlist or not, but in his public utterances he has said much about 
seances at which he has recently been present at the house of his friends 
Mr. and Mrs. Guppy.” 

But this is not all, The Justice of the peace appears to have 
passed an uneasy night of it in excogitating this report, and must 
have “ got up early” the next morning (Wednesday) to supplement 
it by a letter as follows :— 

“ To the Editor of * Tlw Spiritualist? 

„Stn, It has occurred to me that there is a slight omission in the 
account drawn up last night, and signed by all present, recording what 
took place at Miss Cook’s seance, I, before the seance commenced, stated, 
as I usually do, the conditions necessary, but asa further precaution, men- 
tioned that any infringement of them, especially taking hold of Katie, 
would be highly dangerous to the medium and perhaps fatal. The indi- 
vidual who committed the outrage give his assent to the condition; but, 
notwithstanding this promise, acted as named in theaccount abovealluded 
to, The object of his conduct is but too clear, ie., to provo Miss Cook 
an impostor ; but | can tell him, and all others who would so misbehave 
themselves, that Miss Cook’s honesty and integrity hayo beon too long 


Is ibintended to count the “ Count” twice over, f 
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demands. On every hand we sce injustion done, and not anfre- 
quently the tyrant aud the scoundrel go down to the grave not 
Only having mado no atonement for the wrongs. they did, but even 
teloicing with their dying breath over their misdeeds; whilst, on the 
other hand, the virtuous man, whose love of rectitude and honour 
has caused him to become a poor, despieni wanderer on tho co of 
the earth, with hardly a home to call his own, is made the victim 
of bitter persecution at the hands of his oppressors, and dies in 
destitution, suffering penury and misfortune with po hand held out 
to offer him the slightest help, or to make one effort at smoothing 
his passage through the dark valley of death. Now, if God be just, 
there must be a state in which these wrongs will be wetitled. Lt | 
is impossible to conceive otherwise. The atheist may object here, 
as I pointed out might be done at another part of the argument, 
If there be no God, this reasoning falls to the ground, Not so, for 
it is only on the supposition. that Gol—a Ged of Jistice—exists 
that this prevailing principle of the mind cau be acconnted for at 
all. Tow game this intenso desire to age justicn done implanted in 
human nature? By what natural process did it arise? Toll mo 
that, Atheist, Naturist, Secularist, or by whatever other name yon 
may be known. Experience! Experience when and of what? 
Clearly we have no-experienes of anything that can account for 
this principle or give us the slightest clue to its origin, Olrex- 
perience is of grievances wnredressed, wrongs, for which no repara- 
tion is made, evils unredeemed by good, injustice triumphant, vice 
npunished ; most ussuredly, therefore, we have obtained no such 
principle as this intense live of justico from individual experience. 


i 
| 
! 
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t is said sometimes that it is the result of education; but this in 
no way affords any explanation, since the question still arises, How | 
did it originate at the first? 1 may have learned it from my 
parents, they from theirs, and so on back for a hundred generations: 
but some time or other there must have been a commencement of 
it, and we want to know from what source it then sprang. Indeed, 
to trace it beck to the early periods of the world’s history is rather 
to increase the difficulty of accounting for it on natural principles. 
since in that case it must have had its origin—according to the 
theory entertained by the very persons of whom we are speaking 
—with savages. There is but one explanation that is at all satis- 
tactory, which is thet the noble principle in question came from 
God, and points the way to immortality. 

The entire moral nature of man may be looked upon as strong 
presumptive evidence of the existence of God and the immortality 
ot the Soul. It is difficult to topesive of a man as a moral being 
at all upon any other supposition. Don't misunderstand me here. 
I don't mean that a disbeliever in God and immortality connot 
be moral, since very frequently he is most strictly so, but that a 
moral nature in man is unaccountable except upon the supposition 
that amoral Governor presides over the destinies of the universe. 
Secularism professes to accept the utilitarian scheme cf morals so | 
ably advocated by the late John Stuart Mill. Now Ihave no desire 
to violate the well-known and generally-approved maxim, De 
mortuis nil nisi bonum, but assuredly this utilitarianism is a most 
miserable affair. It reduces morals to a rule-of-three sum, and 
makes virtue and vice questions of arithmetic. Before I can know 
what I ought to do and what leave undone, am I to be expected 
to sit down with a sheet of paper before ine and work out the 
result of every individual act mathematically ê This would assu- 
redly reduce the whole science of ethics toa farce. To judge of 


| 


| 
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an act by its consequences is absurd, since the consequences cannot 


be known until the act has been committed. whereas you want to 
learn what is right and what wrong before the act is performed in 


order to know whether you should do it or not. The morality of | 


an get is not to be judged of by its results on society, but by the 
moral law implanted by God deep in the human constitution. That 


moral law is based upon a moral nature in man, implies necessarily | 


a Great Moral Governor, and points unmistakably to a future life 
where morality shall reign supreme, and virtue triumph over every 
vice, 

The argument from the religious nature of man is still more 
conclusive in favour of iminortality. The human soul clings to God 
as its only refuge in distress, and finds in Him its only safety when 
the tempests of trouble threaten to everwhelm it, and the storms 
of adversity, suffering, pain, and temptation to Wrong-doing seem 
likely to blast every hope, and wither every noble aspiration after 
good. The relationship between God and the soul implies immor- 
tality for man :— 

Can a finite thing created in the bounds of time and spade, 

Can it live, and grow, and love Thee, catch the glory of Thy face, 

Fade and die, be gone for ever, know no being, have no place? 


4. Revelation—By many the question of man’s immortality is 
considered a subject, about which there should be no dispute, and 
upon which discussion is quite unnecessary, since the whole thing 
has been settled by Revelation. No doubt this is so far satisfactory 
that it meets the case of all those who accept the teachings of the 

Bible as being of divine authority. But it must not he forgotten 
that there are large numbers of persons who do not believe in the 
Bible as being other than a haman—and a very impérfect—produe- 
tion, aud upon the winds of such this argument can have no weight. 
If you go to an atheist with the Bible in your hand and attempt 
to prove the immortality of the soul from its pages, he will either 
laugh at vou, or suggest that von had better first establish the 
divine authority of the book. 

Besides all the statements of the Bible apon this subject are 
the result of-an influx into human nature from the spirit-world, 
und therefore based more or less r in sone form or 
other, The Bible js essentially a Spiritual baol, Spiritual truths 


| Something unusual was therefore needed to check its rapid pro- 


| look leniently upon the phenomena, and to confess that there must 
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are avtattered with wondrous 
uvery leaf there shines ont 
Summerland. b bk 

D, Spiritual Manifestations.— In modern days to deseribo spirit, 
as coming back from the tomb, and making theiv appearmes to 
mortals, is considered a proof of imbecility of mind, and n Inek of 
Intellectual culture, Yet in stating most emphatically that such 
| events do occur, and that oſten — 


. through its pages, and on 
blessed teachings, from the tloriony 


„ merely mean to say what Johnson mid, 
That in the course of some six thousand years 
AN nations have believed that from the dead 
A visitant at intervals appears ; 
And what is strangest upon this strange head 
Ta, that whaterer bar the reason roars : 
"Cininet such belief, there's something stronger still 
Tn ita bebalt, let those deny who will” 


These modern spiritual manifestations appear to me to have 
come, in the good providence of God, at a time when nothing ela 
could reach the rampant scoptieſem and dogmatic materialism of 
the ove. As [*haye said elsewhere more than once, there never 
was n period in the history of the world when materialism wes ns 
dominant as it is to-day. It baw forced itself into the temple of 
«cionee, and almost hurled philosophy from her seat, whilst at 
religion it has set up a laugh of scorn that rings through the land, 


gress, and that something came in the form of Modern Spiritualism, 
You must not imagine that Spiritualism is new or confined to this 
ngo: Tts manifestations aro as old as humanity; there has probably 
never been a period in which they haye not been more or less 
known, nor an age in which some slight indications of them have 
not been felt. The belief in spirit-communion is well-nigh uni- 
versal, Still, to-day the manifestations come, perhaps to some 
extent, in a new form, most certainly with a new power, to meet a 
condition of society that had not previously been experienced, 
Modern Spiritualism is destined to crush the materialism of the 
age, and hnrl the scepticism now so prevalent trom the throne 
which it has usurped. 

It is considered the proper thing to doin fashionable society to 
treat the whole thing with supreme contempt; to assume that those 
who believe in it are simply fools and madmen, not worthy of a 
moment's consideration, and to sneer significantly Whenever the sub- 
jectisnamed. There are other persons, however, who feel disposed to 


al 


be something in it. but who, nevertheless, do not give the least 
eredence to the spirit theory, nor admit for one moment that com- 
munications either are or can be received from those of our friends 
who have passed through the change called death. All that is 
stated about the phenomena, say they, may be true; but still I fail 
to see how the doctrine of immortality is proved thereby. Now, 
of course, unless the manifestations do show that there is a future 
life, however valuable they might prove in some other sense, they 
would assuredly be useless for our present purpose. That Modern 
Spiritualism does demonstrate bevond the shadow of a doubt that 
man is immortal, and will live after the material body has been 
| consigned to the grava, is certain to the mind of every person who 
has carefully investigated the matter. It does this in various ways. 
(a.) The Spirit Theory is the oniy one by which all the phenomena 
can be explained and accounted for. & score of other hypotheses 
have been framed to meet the case, but they have all failed. You 
have psychic force, unconscious cerebration, mesmerism, electricity, 
ideo-motor motion, self-delusion, mistaking the subjective for the 
objective, imposture, conjuring, and other theories ad nauseam, but 
every Spiritualist knows that these, separately and collectively, fail 
to explain a tithe of the manifestations that take place in the 
simplest circle that has been formed. A Writer in the New 
Quarterly Magazine holds a mock seance, and imposes upon bali- 
a-dozen of his friends and frightens a medium by his tricks. Ie 
has a hole in the ceiling of his room, out of which comes a leathem 
band to lift some one to the ceiling; a hole in the floor with 
machinery for raising the table; a hole in one of the walls to pro- 
duce an illusion with a looking-glass, and so on. And we are to 
believe that when Spiritual manifestations take place in our own 
homes, for example, all this preparation has been adopted by some- 


body to deceive us. Truly this writer must think we are a set of 
fools. But who is he? No name is given, no address stated; 


some of the tricks described are simply impossible; in fact, the 
| whole thing is probably as fine a piece of fiction as has ever been 
| put upon paper, The spirit theory alone will enable us to explain 
the real phenomena, and that theory implies the immortality of 
man, ` 
(b) The Spirits themselves testify asto who and what they are— 
On this point there is no difference of opinion amongst them, 
Their views vary upon almost every topic, whether social, political, 
or theological, but upon this they all agree. 

(%% The D'roofs that they give that their Statements on this mattir 
are true are irrefragatle.—Vhey display knowledge only in the posses- 
sion of the persons they profess to he, and in a thousand ways 
demonstrate beyond a 7 of a doubt their identity. $ 

(d) They make themselves manifest to ou Organs of Sense — 
In this respect we have as much evidenco of their identity as we 
have of that of any friend ju the flesh that we may meet whilst 
walking along the street. In fact, if Spiritualism be a delusion, 
then there is nothing in the world certain, and I cannot even le 
sure of my own existence, The evidence of the truth of Spiri- 
tuslism to me is as strong as the evidence I possess that I am 
*perking to you at this moment; and if I experience doubt 


į 
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respecting the ono I might with equal reason do so ending thi 
other Such a course would, I take it, hardly be deemed rational 
or Wists i 

Spiritualism, therefore, demonstrates beyond dispute the fact 
that man is immortal, und willlive on when his material orennisa- 
tion has been distributed to the winds and the elements of which 
it was composed entered into new combinations, It is certain 
therefore that if a man dieth, he shall live anin. 

III. Due RESULTS THAT FLOW FROM AN APEIRMATIVE 
Ayswer ro kun Quesos. Under this head T must be exceed- 

to address you. ‘ 
shall he live again?” will, as Ihave already stated, very consider- 
ably influence his entire character, The knowlodge-—T do not use 
che word belief, for Spiritualism has rendered that inappropriate 
that a man will live after death must be productive of tremen- 
dous results in reference to his life, whatever Secularism may suy 
to the contrary. Ile knows that there is no such thing as death: 
that what men call by that ugly name is really a birth into a 
higher sphere, an entrance into a holier and happier region, in 
whose precincts he will be enabled through untold ages to 
cultivate his intellect, perfeet his moral character, and enjoy to 
the tullextent of his capability all that is pure, good, true, and 
godly. 

Tho fact, too, that he knows that those dear to him, from 
whom he was separated so painfully when the stern and cruel 
hand of death wrenched them from his hearth away, still live in 

«ð happier land, must afford him almost inconceivable joy. They 
left him long, long ago, but their images haunt him still; in 
dreams at night and in reveries by day their forms appear as they 

Were in that far off past when love bound them so closely to his 
heart. He had thought them dead, and therefore lost to him for 
ever, but the glorious light of immortality broke in upon him, its 
beams, penetrated into the darkness of his mind, and he soon learned 
the 9 truth that a region of joy, peace, and love lies 
beyond the black waters of death, and that in the bosom of God 
his Joved ones had found an everlasting home. 

The eternal union of the soul with God also flows from the 
doctrine of the future life, aud this is perhaps after all its very 
highest consolation. Ile who knows what it is for the soul to 
yearn after God and to find rest in Almighty love, will see how 
vast is the happiness that must arise from the knowledge, that his 
destiny is to progress in this direction for ever, and that in that 
heayenly home no cloud will arise to shut out the Sun of Diyine 
Goodness from his eyes through the countless ages of eternity. 
There is always danger of being accused of fanaticism, when 
speaking on this theme, yet it cannot be avoided. The inner life 

of man is of more importance after all than the outer life, and the 
summuni bonum of that inner life is faith and trust in, and above 
all, love to God. The eternal resting-place of the soul is in God; 
| there is none other. The heavenly home is the real home, hence 


the ardent longing after the immortal life. It,“ said W. J. Fox, 
„heaven be indeed a dream, it is one of nature's dreams whose 
visions are prophecies.” 
. A knowledge of the fact that there is a future state beyond the 
tomb must lead, too, to a life such as become men who are to live 
forever. If we feel thoroughly and earnestly that we are to live 
again in a land on the other side of the river of death, and that 
our state there will be such as our conduct here has made it, our 
every act must be largely influenced thereby. I do not ask you to 
subscribe to any form of theological faith, neither do I mark out 
for you the moral path in which you are to walk. I do not dictate 


3 gs you, saying do this and leave that undone; I only impress upon 
Fou the importance of living here such a life as shall best prepare 
> you for the great hereafter that is to come. “If a man die, shall 


live again?” Yes, that is as certain as that I am speaking to 
Fou at this moment and you listening to what I say, 
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MY GHOST EXPERIENCES. 

r By Wirra VoLCKMAN., 
i Parr I—THE STRUGGLING “GHOST.” 
ue Huter Ghost, 
Horatio, Took, my lord, it comes!” 

Hamlet, “Thou com’st in such a questionable shape, 
1 oe E What may this mean? 

Say, why is this? wherefore? what should we do ?’—SiTAKsPEARE, 

` Justice Shallow, “Tam sworn of the peace; * * # Keep them asunder,” — 


-BAKsPgaRe. i 


Extract from Public Letter, “Iam fully aware that by writing in this style 
Tsubject myself to ridicule, and to be considered either a fool or an impostor, * * 
3 am tht gives me not one moment's pain.”"—J. C. LuxMoonse, Justice of the Peace. 
d Degherry. “Dost thou not suspect my place? Dost thou not suspect my 

years? O that he were here to write me down—an ass! but, masters, remember 
tat Lam an ass; though it be not written down, yet forget not Lam an ass,"— 

SHARSPEARR. 


j 


j Be ey of making public ‘uy recent “Ghost” experiences, 


15 


in themselves a sufficient vindication 
to the “Ghost” which appeared 


ait 2 


ingly brief, as L have already fay oxeeeded the time L had intended | 
The answer to the question, “If a man die, | 
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Florence Cook while she 
d in her cabinet. However, 
ut my own record of 


through the “mediumship of Miss 
remained, ns alleged, tied and 3 
that both sides muy bavo a hearing, E prese s 
the cuse, and would merely, by way of preface, acknowledge PY 
obligation to my “friends the enemy” for the public report 19 95 
which they have yentured, Without such report E should have 
heen doprived of much corroboration } a corroboration the more 
important seeing that it is volunteered by my antagonists, who 
must receive back in good part some of the © raps” they have 
endeavoured to inflict upon me, and not object to my attempt at 
“turning the tables” upon then. 


Trus Guara AGaissy M 
is prater rec in the following report, now reprinted verbatim from 
The Spirdualist of Dee. 12th, 1573, entitled 
© GROSS OUTRAGE AT A SPIRIT CIRCLE, 

“Bast Tuesday night there wag a seance ab Mr. Cook's. Among the 
guosts Present were the Earl of Caithness (who is not a Spiritualist), 
Lady Caithnessy and the Count Bl Conde* de Medina Pomár, of 46, 
Portland-place, W.; Mr. Charles Blackburn, Parkfield, Didsbury, near 
Manchester; Mr. Henry M. Dunphy, barrister-at-law, Masex-eourt, 
Temple, 1. C,; Mr. J. C. Luxmoore, J. P., 16, Gloucester-square, Hyde- 
park, W.; Mrs. A. Corner, and Mr. I. E. Corner (ship's first officer), 
St. Thonas's-square, Hackney; Mr. II. Bielfeld, 203, Huston-road A 
Mr. G. R. Tapp, 15, Queen Margaret's-grove, Islington; Mr. W. II. 
Harrison, Wilmin-villa, Herne-hill; Mr. and Mrs. Cook and children; 
and the person who committed the outrage described in the fullowing 
document: 

“This evening at Miss Cook’s séance, during the appearance of what 
purported to be the spirit ‘ Katie, a man, named hie rose up, 
grasped her round the waist with botli arins, and tried to throw her 
down with his feet, Mr. Tapp and Mr. Corner seized the man who thus 
broke the conditions which we were all admitted on the understanding 
we would keep. Katie“ instantly extricated herself from his clutches, 
and aided by Mr. Luxmoore, was in u moment back in the cabinet, 
After a delay of about five minutes, during which Katie gave earnest 
instructions to the sitters, the cabinet was opened and Miss Cook found 
in black dress, and boots, with the tape tightly round her waist, as at 
the beginning of the seance, the knot sealed as at first with the signet- 
ring of the Harl of Caithness, and sewn underneath the seal with thread, 
as it had been sewn before the seance by Mr. Luxmoore. The tape and 
seal are now in the possession of the Earl of Caithness. Before the 
seance the cabinet was searched by the strangers present, and after it by 
Lady Caithness and others, Lady Caithness and Mrs. Corner, who 
never lost sight of Miss Cook from the moment the cabinet was opened, sub- 
sequently led the medium to her bedroom after she had recovered from 
the severe shock, and searched her. She had her boots and black 
dress on, and no white drapery, and nothing but her ordinary dress, 
There was nothing in her pockets. Her under garments were coloured 
wadded winter clothing. We all regard the act of the man as a gross 
outrage, and think the results redound greatly to Lhe credit of Miss Cook, 

‘ CAUTHNESS. J. C. LUXMOORE. 
Marie CAITHNESS. Hesry M. Dysriy., 
EL Coxpe pe Meprsa Pouar. Hesry BIELFELD, 
CHARLES BLACKBURN. Ebwanb ELGE CORNER, 
AMELIA CORNER. GrorGE Rogert Tarr. 
Wirus H. Harrison. 
„Dee. Och, 1873.“ 


The high breeding and good taste of this report are only equalled 
by its incompleteness and simplicity. Notwithstanding the refined 
and aristocratic halo conferred by signatures representing Scottish 
and Spanish nobility, notwithstanding its endorsement by newspaper 


editors, a barrister-at-law, and a justice of the peace, Mr. Harrison 


(editor of The Spiritualist) appears to have been uneasily con- 
scious of its deficiency. ‘Taking advantage then of his official 


capacity and of his presence at the seance he appends further 


details, to which the silence of his fellow sitters gives assent. He 


says :— 

“ After Katie ceased to speak, moans were heard coming from her 
medium, who soon afterwards began to shriek, and to cry out about 
‘burning’ pains. Mrs. Cook then began to faint and the children to 
ery, the little brother of the medium expressing the fear that ‘Florrie 
would die,’ The cabinet was then opened, and, after the tapes had been 
examined and removed, the ladies took the suffering medium under their 
care. Before this, Mr. Corner, assisted by Mr. Tapp, walked the person 
who committed the deed upstairs, and, after waiting to learn whether 
the medium were alive or dead, they let him go. His nose had been 
scratched in the brief seuflle. We do not know whether he is a Spiri- 
tualist or not, but in his public utterances he has said much about 
seances at which he has recently been present at the house of his friends 
Mr. and Mrs. Guppy.” 

But this is not all. The Justice of the peace appears to have 
passed an uneasy night of it in excogitating this report, and must 
havo “ got up early” the next morning (Wednesday) to supplement 
it by a letter as follows :— i 

“ To the Lditor of * The Spiritualist? 

“Sir,—It has occurred to me that there is a slight omission in the 
account drawn up last night, and signed by all present, recording what 
took place at Miss Cook's seance. I, before the seance commenced, stated, 
as I usually do, the conditions necessary, bub as a further precaution, men- 
tioned that any infringement of them, especially taking hold of Katie, 
would be highly dangerous to the medium and perhaps fatal. The indi- 
vidual who committed the outrage give his assent to the condition; but, 
notwithstanding this promise, acted as named in the account above alluded 
to. The object of his conduct is but too clear, ie., to prove Miss Coo 
an impostor; but I can tell him, and all others who would so misbehay e 
themselves, that Miss Cooks honesty and integrity have been too long 
pees Se Oe eS ee ech 


* Is itintended to count the Count” twice over, f 


established and certified to by too great a cloud of witnesses, to be in tho | Struggle, it did not last, an T have said, more than six seconds, I 


least danger of boing injured in the minds of any cing orsons 

by such dastardly transactions, If T had time J could write much more, 

but will now only refer your readers to the severo tost Miss Cook has 

submitted to, even to being tied down by the hair of her head, as recorded 

in the Spiritualist, J. C. Tiuxnoorn, 
“16, Gloucester Square, W., Dec. 10th, 1873.“ 


When I state that Mr. Luxmoore “got up early” on the 
Wednesday morning, to furnish the above letter, I write advisedly. 
Por tho following week my own reply of but twenty lines— 
although delivered at the editora office before noon on the 
Wednesday—was excluded from publication, on the ground that 


“ Only a very little matter, which must reach the office by first post on 
Wednesdays, can, as a general rule, bo published the same Week.“ (Pide 
Spiriteatist, Jan. 2nd.) 

Harsh inferences have been drawn, to my regret, in regard to 
this editorial suppression :—some indeed haying remarked that my 
brief letter could not be classed as “a very little matter,” and that 
it was altogether too big an allair to be allowed publication on its 
own merits, or before a council of war had been held, Its appear- 
ance in the subsequent number of the journal garnished with an 
adverse commentary gives, I admit, some ‘slight warrant to these 
ill-natured suggestions. But none the less Z favour the “early 
rising” theory, and feel convinced that if the justice of the peace 
will continue “ getting up early in the morning’ he will solve not 
only the Ghost mystery, but be able to unloose the knots and seals 
of many another question, . y 

In order that the impartiality of the Editor, as between rival 
correspondents, may be placed on a basis as sound as his good taste, 
L now direct attention to the reluctant manner in which Mr. 
Harrison introduces and publishes 

My Repry. 

“The following letter (says the editor on Deo. 26th) has been sent us 
by the perpetrator of the outrage at Mr. Cook’s house. As ho tries to 
exeulpate himself by throwing nob a little dirt at an innocent person, in 
strict Justice his communication ought not to be published, and he should 


be made ta confine his remarks to himself* Nevertheless, here is his 
letter 


‘To the Editor of The Spiritualist.” 

Stn, —In the report which appears in your journal of a séance lately 
held at Mr. Cook's, I am accused of seizing the ghost, thereby breaking 
the conditions by which the members of the circle were bound. 

‘In reply I have to state, that having for forty minutes carefully 
observed and scrutinised the face, features, gestures, size, style, and 
peculiarities of utterance of the so-called spirit, the conviction irresistibly 
forced itself upon me that zo ghost, but the medium, Miss Florence Cook, 
herself, was before the circle.. I perceived also an occasional tip-toeing 
by the young lady as if to alter her stature, and was much struck’ by the 
utter puerility of her remarks throughout the séance. I am confirmed 
in my conviction, as above stated, by the facts that the struggling ghost 
had to be forcibly extricated from my grasp, and afterwards to be 
“aided” into ber cabinet by a Justice of the Peace. 


‘I may add that no third parties had any knowledge of my invitation 


to, or presence at, the séance in question. Wm. VOLCKMAN, 
‘Dee. 16th, 1873. 


“Mr. Corner and Mr. Tapp, who seized Volekman, state that they did 
not touch * Katie,’ but grasped the aggressor by the neck chiefly., This 
Probably made him let go, and ‘Katie’ was back in the cabinet in an 

instant—Mr. Luxmoore’s letter describes under what conditions, The 
whole proceeding only occupied a few seconds. 

“The writer of the foregoing letter implies in his remarks that tho 
outrage was not a predetermined thing. But it so happens that his 
nueasy looks and his abrupt remarks had been the subject of comment 
in the early part of the evening; he was himself told of his unusual 
manner, Ile afterwards broke the conditions on which he was admitted. 


The Earl of Caithness, though no Spiritualist, strictly adhered to the 
conditions.” 


Although I, “the person,” “the man,” “ Volckman,” have not 
heen accorded the advantage of scanning the letters of the Justice 
previous to their publication, it would seem that some such privi- 
lege has been extended to him, in reference to my letters ;—unless 
indeed the Justice is clairvoyant or writes under spirit impression. 
Be that as it may, the editor concludes the foregoing article by 
calling attention to a further “letter from Mr. Luxmoore on the 
subject,”—who thus relieves himself :— 

“To the Editor of ‘The Spiritualist? 

„Sin, From the observations T have heard, if appears fo me that 
there is, at Jeast in some portion of tho publie mind, a misapprehension 
of the part I took when the figure purporting to be“ Katie’ was grasped 
at Miss Cook’s seance. I must first say that £ do not believe that the 
time occupied, from the moment the figure was grasped until it was in 
the cabinet, was more than sis seconds, as the moment I saw what was 
taking place, I sprung from my chair, cauglit. the figure in my arm, and 
put it—or I might almost say threw it—into the cabinet. J was pre- 
pared for much resistance, as I thought there would be u great struggle 
to get it away from the person clasping it, but to my great surprise there 
appeared to me to be no resistance, and — | much less weight than it 
it had been Miss Cook, who, I am informed, weighs about Sst. ölb. I 
am told the notion has been formed by those supposing it to be Miss 
Cook, that she was too exhausted from the struggle to get back to the 
cabinet. This, however, could not be the ease, for if there were any 


* The italics ave mins W. V. 
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knowing from experience in mesmerism tho danger the medium wag ip 
had but one object, that was, to get the figure back to her medium with 
the least. possible delay. People seem to forget that Miss Cook is naty 
publie medium, and that persons are adinitted to her Seance as n favour, 
all being required to give their word, and abide by the condition, 
which I lay town before the seance begins; and, according to my Views 
of honour, are as much bound to adhere to those conditions as the 
would be bound to tell the truth when examined on oath; it is no exeng, 
their specially pleading that they believe there is imposition, Jp 
they thought that, why earnestly beg to come? Why give presenta, and 
then say they had bought themselves into Mr. Cook’s house? One 
would almost be induced to think that breaking a solemn promise ata 
spiritual seance is quite a different thing from doing so under any other 
circumstances, What may be the standard of morality of those holding 
such an opinion I leave your readers to judge. Some imagine that ii 
‘Katie’ is a spirit she should nob have required assistance to get oul of the 
grasp of any one taking hold of her, but they forget that, even if a spirit, 
she is clothed in a natural form, and subject to what.J term, for want 
of a better word, the inconveniences of materialisation. 

«I am fully aware that by writing in this style I subject myself to 
ridicule, and to be considered either a fool or an impostor, but having 
gone through this and even more when promulgating the truth of 
mesmerism—some twenty-five years since—that gives me nob one 
moment's pain, It has been in one way or another the lot of such men 
as Haryey (tho discoverer of the circulation of the blood), Jenner (the 
discoverer of vaccination), Elliotson (who was one of the first to use the 
stethoscope), and many others. I, a mere piymy when contrasted 
with such names, ought perhaps to consider it an honour to undergo 
the same treatment. I must, however, hold hard, as J find I am writing 
far too much about self. 

“ Ono correspondent, in another journal, says: —“ This letter is not 
written in any carping or cavilling spirit, and must not be taken to imply 
doubt in the honesty of the medium, for I hold that it is quite impossible 
for any unbiassed person to read the numerous accounts of the geances 
held by Miss Cook without arriving at the conclusion that she isa real 
and genuine medium. Such, at any rate, I emphatically hold her to be; 
but in the light of reports like the above, every excuse must be made 
for the action taken by the gentleman—a leading member of the 
Dialectical Society—who committed what Miss Cook’s friends have 
termed a ‘gross outrage,’ but for which they themselves alone are to 
blame, on account of the way in which these seances have apparently 
been conducted.’ I quite admit that Miss Cook’s friends were to blame, 
but my reason for saying this, and the writer's above quoted, may be 
different. The error was ever admitting the person into the seance. I 
long resisted, but allowed my better judgment to be overruled. I 
promise never to do so again.“ 


It will be noticed that the sense of uneasiness characterising the 
original report and commentary pervades, also this letter. Not 
only does the worthy Justice cheerfully anticipate a martyrdom of 
ridicule, and the reputation of “ impostor” or “fool,” but he appears 
to have again “ got up early in the morning“ in order to revise the 
above production,—hence much of its wisdom will be found in its 
tail. Says Mr. Luxmoore in conclusion :— 

“On reperusal I find I have omitted one especial reason for my so 
hastily getting tho figure back into the eabinet-—it is that both Katie’ 
herself, when communieating wien us, and also Mrs. Tappan, in answer 
to a question after a lecture, have stated that grasping and retaining the 
figure from her medium, while that medium is entranced, would be 
attended with great danger, so that to my mind the safety of the medium 
was paramount to all other considerations, My own mesmerie experi- 
ence with very sensitive clairvoyants is perfectly in accordance with 
this view (see Zoist, Vol. iv., page 517. Mes. Bird's case, written by 
me), J. C. Luxmoonrs. 
“16, Gloster-squarc, 20th Dec., 1873.“ 

So far from any suflicient answer to my brief letter, in all this 
there is really little more than the bare redssertion that I © broke 
the conditions,” and on this subject I am contrasted with “ My 
Lord” of Caithness, who is put forward as a sort of model “ good 
boy” for “strictly” adhering to the conditions “ though no Spiri- 
tualist.“ While I hope his lordship fully appreciates this patron- 
age, I too would reassert that the question of breaking conditions 
is the question of Ghost or zo Ghost (which the sitters have met 
only by avoidance) ; and trom this point of view I have no hesita- 
tion in saying that my grasping the so-called “Spirit” was no 
more a departure from conditions, than would have been the 
Noble farl’s performance of a Highland Reel with “Katie” the 
Ghost of the evening, had he so minded, 

Leaving the broad question of “conditions,” and several other 
points, for after consideration, I for the moment contine attention 
to the Ghost or no Ghost dispute, and to the nature of tho 
„Struggle.“ Iere wo are met at once with the significant fact 
that the Ghost party themselves, “give up the Ghost” in the yery 
first sentence of their report. Prom the moment of my committal 
of “the deed” no longer is there any assertion of a bond tide un- 
equivocal “Spirit,” but only of an “ appearance of what purported 
to be the spirit * Katie!” The same cautiousness is displayed even 
ten days later; for in the report of another seance (page 478 of 
Lhe Spiritualist) the term “Spirit” is not applied to * Katie” at 
all, but the amazement of the sitters is centered in her clothes -— 

Wherever the white robes camo from, it is certain they did not, gob 
into the seance room by any method’ known to any living mortal,” 

The energetic Justice is not Behindhand in thus “ giving up the 
Ghost,” which he talks of as “the figure"! 


“T sprang from my chair,” gayathe magistrate, “ eaught the figure in 
wy arm, and put ib or L night aljnost say threw it-—into the cabinet.“ 


Tere indeed is an “ outrage.) What, only a liguro! not even a 
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yotiy guns; 
ully "is, aa Shalapeare's Dogborry would any, 
“Plat burglary, un ever wia committed,” 
‘and may lead in time if unchecked to“ inating the North Pole,” 
But the fill valua of Wia sudden and remarkable eautiousnow 
of designation will bo Petter measured on a Mir consideration of 
* 


My Tut, 
which was a threefold ane. Firat there was my observation for 
forty minutes of the fare purporting to be © Katie" :—-sccandly, 
the pressure and retention of her band by mine and thivdly, the 
grasping: round Che waist complained of aaan “outrage,” a deed," 
nnd a“ transaction.” When L Was entisfied, ne far as ablentive 
serutiny could satisfy me, that “tho appearance ” was none other 
than that of the medion herself, L bothought myself of a remark 
made tome by Mr. Cook, her father, to the effeet “ that a visitor 
had once been permitted to squeeze the arm of the Ghost, and in 
so doing his hand literally passed through ita wrist,” Much an ex- 
perience, 1 may add parenthetically, js by no mows an uncommon 
one amongst Spiritualista and investigators, many of whom have 
informel me of the difficulty they have found in grasping a Ho- 
called spirit hand, or of retaining if when grasped, Something 
jndeed of this kind has happened to myself, at dark circlen how- 
ever, When, under I believe wood test conditions, 1 have felt hands 
i. which 1 bave found very difficult to clutch, and literally impossible 
to retain. As evidence on this point Mr. Win. Crookes's article 
an“ Phenomena called Spiritual” may be quoted-—vide Quarterly 
Journal of Neience, January 1574, page &%—where, speaking of 
phenomena which took place in the light, he states : 

“I hayo retained one of these bands in my own, firmly resolved not 
to let it eseape. here was no struggle or effort made to got loose, butit 
gradually seemed to reaolve itself into vapour, and faded in that manner 
from my grasp.” 

Here then was a further test, if the opportunity for applying it 
| should occur,—as fortunately it did, Would “ Katie,” I mentally 
j asked, “make mean oller of her hand?” Would that land dissolve 
in mine according to orthodox ghostly fashion? Let the sequel 
4 tell. j 

“ Katie,” assured (as she told us) of the harmonious character of 

the circle, deigned to take some of us by the band. My turn 

| came; and by no means to my surprise I found that her Ghost- 

l ship could % release her fingers from my hold, Apprehending 

the situation, she quickly made a step backwards towards her 

, cabinet, endeavouring to tug away her hand. But, not to be thus 

d evadel, I with equal promptness “rose up and grasped her with 
. both arms round the waist,” when commenced that 


WRESTLING witht THE ANGEL 2 
which is now immortalised in the columns of The Spiritualist, and 
which completed my test. 

“O that this too solid flesh would melt.” 


Let me here observe that the Ghost partisans are wrong in 
stating that [ “tried to throw her (‘the appearance’) down with 
my feet.” My only object was gently to Mold the Angel in my 
arms, until it should melt away, or until all present might be as 
convinced as myself that the“ angelic visitant” was Miss Florence 
Cook. Although in the “fall of Angels“ I would not willingly 
J bear a part, the statement that “I tried” V is of importance, 
as showing that a struggle really tcok place. That struggle I assert 
| to be the determined effort of the Angel or Woman (tho terms, 
sympathetic reader, I regard as synonymous) to get back to her 
: cabinet, as to a haven of safety, and originated in no violence of 
action by me. 

The vigorous interference of Mr. Corner the “ ship’s officer” and 
Mr. Tapp at this point is scarcely allowed by the editor of the 
Spiritualist to be a “ forcible extrication ” of the so-called Ghost,— 
= although some have impertinently characterised such intervention 

ae “ oflicious,’—ruffianly,—-bullying Ke. But when I state that 
i those muscular preventers of investigation brought me down 
= heavily to the ground, at considerable damage to my neck, elbow, 
and knee, when I add that the “Ghost” thus assisted, instead 
of dissolving, tore hair from my beard (an appendage in which I 
somewhat pride myself), I think my letter of Dec. 16th was no 
overstatement of the encounter. 

The heroic Luxmoore (I beg pardon, “ Mister ” Luxmoore,—let 
us say Mr, or die), the valiant /. Lux moore, finding J was 
being well cared for, now interposed, cutting that “ figure” alike 
for springiness and gallantry he has so graphically described, 
Although I do not quite agree with the spirited Magistrate in all 
-+ his inferences, yet I wish to do so where possible, and in particular 
would endorse his opinion that there was no exhaustion to speak of 
manifested by the “ figure,”’—the “ appearance,”—* Katie,”—the 
fedium,—or the“ Ghost .ag the reader may please. If my 
evidence as ja principat in this encounter may be permitted, I would 
mge, for weighty reasons, that the“ Ghost” was well able to take 
care of itself and required no assistance whatever. In this fact is 
the solution of that weightlessness for which the imaginative Justice 


Bent upon sifting the evidence with magisterial accuracy, Mr. 
i ore has ascertained that Miss Cook “e weighs about Sst. 5lbs,,” 
host being to his “great surprise” of “ very much less 
ut here the Justice as a collator and weigher of evi- 

rdly does himself justice, not even “ Justices’ justice,” for 
wn modesty he well nigh overlooks his own re- 

ons, Indeed in his excessive humility he goes 
as to allude to himself as “a mere pigmy.” 


why, gentle vander, tus te deere a lady H wrong | 
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Now such esltdeprectation (praiseworthy though it be) must not 
he allowed to pass. Io of course could not say it of hitneell, but 
others may have the gratification of stating, that the Justice ia 
really a groat man above the average height,—browd and miis- 
cular in build, grave in demeanour, -oxpromive in countenance, 
lt a man of undoubted weight say 17 stone. 

Now given a partienlarly lively Ghosta Ghosi qetunted by the 
one purpose of polling home to hercablinet, piven the determined 
tan of an ne and intelligent officer, seconded by the lithe, 
tall, and agile Mr. Tapp snd “aided” by a powerfully built and 
springy misha, — given all the consequent excitement and such 
simulating shouts oe “youll dill the medium !!'—(ne one aaid 
Ghost)—given the fact that * the figure had bus three or four feet 
ol spaca to bound over to regain her cabinet, and J think that 
the Ghota * weight" had better nol be rained, much less sequined, 
all elements considered, Tor under éxtitement so fanatical, 
Weights cannot be so accurately ostimated as Mr, Luzmoore would 
havo us suppose. ven weak mon—mere pigmica—are abla when 
excited to exert a force to which Hut, Sibhs, would he as nothing, 
And the powerful Justice may not now plead a total freedom from 
excitement, Fis judicial calmness and powers of observation are 
belied by his own statement. Vor after informing us all about the 
springing, —the catching, — wud the throwing he was impelled to by 
“what was taking placo” he proceeds only cight lines farther down 
to treat the struggle as something quite hypothetical :— 

“if there were any struggle,” 

is now the doubting phrase in which he continues bia lucid ra- 
marka and supports his thrilling argument, Thie haziness may 
perhaps however be accounted for, Surely, it is but one “ mes- 
meri” phenomenon the more for the experienced Justice. Lf, 
when be emerges from his “ trance condition,’ he would like cm- 
clusive evidence as to the “struggle,” J can refer him to the 
medical gentleman who examined and noted my bruises ;—should 
tho Justice not obtain that information meanwhile, by the exercises 
of his undoubted clairvoyant powers. 

Before dismissing the question of weight, I must, to cornplete the 
evidence, allude to my own bulk and height. The reader will 
excuse the egotistical details I am obliged to infuse into my 
narration, Mr. IIarrison saya I “should be made” to confine my 
remarks to myself, No compulsion, however, is required to induce 
me to supply any itema of importance to this discussion; on the 
contrary, | am happy to volunteer relevant testimony even at the 
expense of my own constitutional sensitiveness. My present weight 
then is 11st. Olb. 140z. in my clothes.—(I fancy I must have lost 
quite “a pound of flesh” lately. Is this owing to Mr. Harrison 7) 
My height is 5 feet 6% inches in my boots,—(fashionable heels), 
In bulk and inches I am less than either of the three Ghost 
champions, one or both particulars considered. This will perhaps 
account for the fact that I am not able to ‘throw Ghosts about’ 
with the dexterity confessed to by the Justice, or to ‘spring’ and 
‘catch’ with his agility; and will in a measure explain why the 
“much resistance” for which he “was prepared” was not forth- 
coming from me under such circumstances of superior weight. 

As further evidence of a struggle L may not omit to mention the 
two blunt scratches which for a few days after the event adorned 
my nose—a somewhat prominent feature, friends, of Grecian 
order. How I came by these marks of conflict I will not pretend 
to state with absolute certainty. But, reader, “remember the poor 
Ghost“ is a young, impulsive woman, and, although some “ three 
hundred years old,” may not haye guile forgotten the use of nails 
in emergency, ‘ 

Having now depicted the circumstances with enough of detail 
to substantiate the fact of an actual and determined struggle on 
the part of the Angel, haying shown that she was in no melting 
mood, it but remains for me to notice the manner in which she and 
I parted company :— 

It may be for years, it may be for ever.” 

But for the intervention accorded and admitted by her ( thost- 
ship's friends, I am confident I should bave had no difficulty in 
retaining the Celestial being in my arms—for any reasonable length 
of time—and so have brought about a general recognition, had 
that been cared for. But being as it were so suddenly and unex- 
nectedly sat upon, I lost my hold, whereupon “aided by Mr. 
„ the Angel regained her cabinet with a bound (no 
“liding,” mind)—and the last I saw of her she was in the act of 
hurriedly closing the 
CURTAIN. - 
* 


Students of psychology inform us that in moments of peril the 
mind with lightning rapidity is enabled to take a comprehensive 
view of past life and all its events.—I bad regained my feet. But 
pinioned by stalwart arma, and the object of angry cries and fieree 
gesticulation—the thought flashed through my brain “ no one 
knows of my invitation to, or presence at, this eventful seance,” — 
when, O horvor!!—-O despair !!—O “ OUTRAGE” or OUTRAGRS !! 


THE GAS WAS EXTINGUISHED, 


KJ * . * > * 
Postscript Knowing something of the “ tortures of suspense” 
and being naturally of kindly disposition, itis a real pleasure to me 
to be able to spare the readers any unnecessary harass on (this ia 
not a pun) the above i 
“ Deed of darkness.” 


To this end T hope that friends will take the cheerfulest possible 
view of the fact that my narration is 


To be continued. 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 15, 1873. 
PUBLICATION OF MES. TAPPANS ORATIONS.— 

ANOTHER NEW PROPOSAL. 
For several weeks there has bees a lond demand for Mrs. 
Tuppan’s Oration: in tract form. and it bas been a matter of 
regret to us that this demand kas not been promptly supplied. To 
that end ome important step has been successfully accomplished. 
Each lecture is already stereotyped, so that nothing remains to be 
(deme but to pat them to press and print off the copies. A consi- 
derade amount of mosey bas been spent in this process, which is 
ali the more ning, secing thet our small capital will not 
Permit of cur putting the numbers to press. If we had in hand 


the hundred pounds and more due to us for mses “Incurred 
fer publie work in the year just closed, and the due on 


Sunday meetings, it would enable us to go to werk, and not | 
only get back the capital already spent in stereotyping, but aug- 
ment stock for future operations. Our friends the Spiritualists 
stand much in their own licht, but notably in the way of the 
progress of the movement when they make us work for nothing 
so much of the time ss to caust us to withdraw from our 
Slender resources that which ought to be spent in issuing cheap 


The rich man invests his penny anl gets sixpence in return. | 


— Hana n . 
8 : “Tex ity.” onates a guinea 
out ef his board and gets dubbed “Esquire,” and his mame is 
sounded in capital letters as the benefactor of humanity. The | 
truly honest man does not perhaps get rich and luxurious, but 
every act of his life asa man of business is to benefit those who | 
ise his wares. Now, we have nothing to invest, so that our | 
enrich self or benefit others is at an end. We are fairly | 
stumped up, yet Mrs. Tappan 's orations must be published. | 
is to be dune? ) 
on a plan—take our friends the Spiritualists into | 
the co-operative principle. We already hold con- 
| 


— 


the plates, which we are prepared to place 
8 begs the capital fad giving them the 
offering them 25 per cent. under trade price for 
borrowing money in the usual way we 
ise the goods 25 per cent. to the con- 
into some person's pocket who hap- | 
than he could use: This would be 
i! expense of Spiritualism. By the 

pi these oral peor e own capital they will 

article very m e te resulting from their 

will go to themselyes. = is 
details: We propose 


to supply 100 copies of any 
for the same in advance. It will not 
ive fifty such orders for each oration 
an edition of 5,000 must be brought 
of the transaction. The haser will 
ata little more than a halfpenny each. 


do 


With each parcel we will supply window bills, so that the ora- 
tions can be placed by the subscribers in the hands of local 


be sold or 
forsale, At that price we cannot supply less than 
of any one oration. If we have to print them at our 
d retail them out, we must have the profit for so 
hundred copies may be too many for one individual, 
person . together they can have each twenty 
even of these copies may be sold for Id. each, 

pine left to use, lend, or give away. We think 
our readers who could take 100 of each 
ny more who could take a shilling’s worth on the 
ih baie to make profit could sell 

ny each, and do a great deal of good at a very 
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have aD real 
for, a = oe saving, for Spiriteslism 35 eve 7 
it vou are not working for us, for the pita. for the 

bat for yourselves Spiritualism., * è should be glad to fing i 
regular agent on this basis in cach circle, society, or centre, wh, 
wond do all be could to sse oar plan carried into ë 


amongst the friends of the movement. By steady working a cop, 
of Mrs, Tappan’s Orations might be placed in every 


family in the land, and great woeld be the resalt. j 
We propose, if supported, to issue two orations per week. We 
want to det the new machine a-going st once at this very congeni 
occapation, for to oar ears its wheels never make more Geughify 
music than when they are preaching Spiritualism at the rate of 
1,200 copies per boar. Yes, the sow macaine $ the grandan 
her of a kind we have amongst us, and can lend a far-reachine 
tongue to those who are the more immediate servants of the anga 
world, Set to werk then, friends, one and all, and get this power. 
fal preacher the largest audience possible. The Rew machine wrs 
got just st the right time, and is already an indispensable servant, 
merer complaining at the amount of work it is cied ben 10 
parfem, ; a E 
Now that we have taken you iboroaghiy into our contidemne, 
and placed you on an equal footing with ourselves, We ask you, 
cach and all, to strive with us to see who can do most. Shall we, 
in addition, offer prizes to those who can circulate the greatest 
number of these Orations Give us your suggestions. Tell us 
| what more we can do to facilitate your operations, and, above all, 
| send us in subscriptions for 5,000 copies of the two first Orations 
on the list, that we msy go to work at once and give you the 
chance to work also. j 
The Spiritual Institution, and all that pertains thereunto, belongs 
to Spiritualism., If we work together, we can effect a change ia 
public sentiment such as will gladden the souls of millions in the 
coming eternity. It is sucha happy choice to work in this vineyard, 
and the entrance fee is so slight, that the competition to be en- 
rolled should be great. Come all, and welcome. Remember, we 
have ao creed or limitation. Our motto is the discovery of truth, 
the diffusion of truth, and the application of truth to the welfare 
of humanity. 


Dx. Sexrox concladed his oration on Sanday evening, with the 
following verses, for which there was not space in the proper 
place :— : 
Oh! if the atheist's words were true. 
Ii those we ssk to save, 
Sink—end in sinking from our view 
Are lost beyond the grare: 
Tf life thes elosed.—how dark and drear 
Would this bewildered earth appear * 
Scarce worth the dust it gave 
A tract of black sepulchral gicom, 
One yawning ever-opening tomb. 


Blest be that strain of high belief 
More hearen-like, more sublime, 
Which says that souls that part in grief 
Part only for a time! 
That far beyond this speck of pain, 
Far oer the gloomy waves domain, 
There spreads a brighter elime, 
Where. care and toil and trouble o'er, 
Friends meet, and, meeting. weep no more. 


* 


MRS. TAPPANS LECTURES. 


Tt will afford great satisfaction to many to observe that arrrange- 
ments have again been completed for enabling Mrs. Tappan to addres 
the public on Sunday evenings in London. The notice for the first 
meeting is very short, yet we hope the friends of Spiritualism will 
earnestly take advantage of the time at disposal, and do what tber 
ean to secure a crowded bali on Sunday evening. We must not forget 
also to allude to the lecture on Tuesday evening at Luxembourg Hall, 
opposite Dalston. Station, which has been arranged, by the Dalston 
Association. From the past successes which bave attended the annual 
lectures of this association, we have no doubt that the ball will be 
crowded to overilowing on Tuesday evening. Weare also pleased to 
obserye that the inhabitants of Brighton will have an opportunity of 
hearing Mrs. Tappan at the Royal Pavilion on January 27, the subject 


y | to beselected by the audience. The event will be found advertised in 


another column. We think Spiritualists in various parts of London 
should at once make arrangements in their localities for Mrs. Tappan 
to give her discourses. An opportunity is now presented which may 
not occur again. , 


We learn that Mrs. has somewhat altercd the plan of her 
oleae volume of poems, entitled “Songs from the Summer- 
Land.” Additional matter will be inserted at the earnest éntreaty of her 
friends, and the price of the book will be proportionately inereased 
We hope to be to announce the price at an early date. 

Tre Cora L. V. Tarrax number of the Meprvs is ae idly. 
The more it is known, the more it is appreciated; so that t pie of 
reserve copies which we were prudent enough to print 1 
melting away. Those who are anxious to secure a supply should lose 
no time in making application. 


Page pe sends 28. Gd. as a little present to the honest orphan 
who | 


* 


nt the eleven stamps to us in accordance with a letter written by 
der fader betore he died aa vated ta th MESA DANAE T 
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MRS. CORA L. V. TAPPAN'S SUNDAY EVENING 
; LECTURES, 
Provosked New Coursi, 
COMMITTED ; 

Dr. GULLY, M. b., Cheirman, 
N. F. DAWE, Esg, Portman Chambers, Portman Square, W. 
J. T. HOSKINS, Esg, 4, Connaught Square, W. 
P. II. NOYES, Jux., Ese. United University Club, Suffolk 

Street, Pall Mall, S. W. 
Mr. THOMAS SLATER, 156, Euston Road, N.W. 
Mus. HON Y WOOD, 52, Warwick Square, S. W., Treasurer, 
WEBSTER GQLYNES, Esga 4, Gray's Inn Square, W.C., Mon, 

Seeretary, 

At an influential meeting recently held, the above-mentioned 
persons were appointed a working committee, with power to add 
to their number, for inaugurating a further course of twelve inspi- 

d rational discourses by Mrs. Tappan, on Sunday evenings. Arrange- 
ments have bwen made fov commencing these discourses on Sunday 
next, the Sch inst, at 7 o clock p.m.—doors open at G p.m, 

It is estimated that the expense of holding the course will be 
£150, or £18 a night. 

Of this amount it is expected that £60 only will be obtained 
from the admission of the general public, 

The balance of £96 must therefore be procured from other 
sources. 

The committee look for liberal donations from the general body 
of the friends of the movement, and to the proceeds of the sale of 
a limited number of tickets for reserved seats, as the means of pro- 
viding this sum. 

They make an earnest appeal for support, and trust to receive a 
speedy and hearty response, as they feel sure that it would bo a 
matter of general regret if these highly-inspired addresses, which 

~ have given so much satisfaction and done so much good, should 
not receive the support they undoubtedly deserve. 


At present donations have been promised to the extent of 
4 ‘£32 1d4s., and subscriptions for tickets for the series to the 
amount of £36 18s., leaving a balance of £26 8s. still uncovered. 
l Transferrable tickets to admit one person to a reserved seat 
for the whole series will be sold at 12s. and 24s. the set. Tho 


seats, however, cannot be reserved after the commencement of 
y the service. ‘Tickets to the body of the hall, Gd. each, or 5s. the 
set. Sets of tickets can be ne on application, enclosing Post- 
oflice order to the Treasurer, or to the Hon, Secretary, by whom 
donations in aid of the funds will also be thankfully received. 
Tickets, especially single tickets, can be procured from Mr. 
Burns, publisher, 15, Southampton-row, Holborn, W. C., who 
will give every information. 


DR. SEXTON AT GOSWELL HALL. 


The lecture on Sunday evening for the St. John's Association was a 
complete success. The hall was literally crammed to overflowing, for 
party after party came to the door, looked in, and turned back, unable 
to find admission. Mr. Barber, the president, conducted the service, 

| and Mr. Burns occupied the chair. On rising, the chairman expressed 
his pleasure, as a member of the society, in acceding to the request of 
the committee that he should introduce Dr. Sexton to that large and 
‘ intelligent audience. Spiritualists had to contend against the religious 
l world and the secularist party as regards the subject of death, which, 
being a fact in human existence, the Spiritualists desired to discuss in 
the same scientific method as the other phenomena of life are already 
treated by intelligent minds. He was pleased to think that the lecturer 
for the evening Was, by intellectual qualifications and experience, admir- 

ably adapted to do full justice to the subject. 
r. Sexton then delivered a lecture, a condensed report of which is 
to be found in another part of the present issue. He was listened to 
| with eager attention to the close; after which the Chairman made an 
appeal on behalf of the association which had afforded the audience 
such a treat, and likewise thanked Dr. Sexton for his kindness in coming 
forward to help the struggling association. The audience was a general 
one, and amongst those present we observed a good sprinkling of emi- 
- nent Spiritualists from various parts of London, who had been attracted 
to the hall to hear Dr. Sexton. A very handsome collection was taken 
up. It has transpired that the committee of working men who manage 
the aſlairs of the St. John's Association are under considerable dificul- 
ties on account of the noble stand they have taken on behalf of Spiri- 
tualism, Their Sunday-evening meetings do not quite pay, which has 
entailed upon them a heavy deficiency. This they are endeavouring to 
-~ liquidate by weekly draughts upon their small incomes. We take this 
opportunity of saying a word for them, and would suggest to those who 
are not members of any local society to send on their annual subserip- 
tion of 4s. to the secretary, Mr. R. Pearce, 30, Parkfield-street, Isling- 
ton, N. A small trifle could not be better spent than in aiding this 
truly excellent society, On Sunday evening next the audience will be 
treated by the president to a statement of Mr. Crookes’ newly-published 

views, and other matters of interest. 

b 


ANOTHER LADY LECTURER. 

It affords us pa pleasure to announce that Mrs. Jackson, widow of 
the late J. W. Jackson, is about to enter the field asa lecturer. Her 
well-known tale“ Olympia Colonna,” which appeared about a year ago 
in Human Nature, is ample testimony as to ber literary ability. She 
will make her first appearance as a lecturer at the Spiritual Institution 
on Friday evening, January 23rd, at 8 o'clock. Admission one shilling. 
‘The subject chosen is “The Antiquity of Spiritualism.” We hope 
‘there will be a full attendance to encourage Mrs. Jackson in her desire 

282 92 in the world, and to aid a courageous and hard-working 
«woman who is anxious to earn for herself and family an honest living, 
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to the following Jetter :— 


as a contribution for the fund you are vuising for 


to be heard, than Mr, William Volekman, 
to judye as to who has been the subject of “ gross outrage.” 
wo do not decide for the publie as to whether Mr. Volekman’s account 
is reliable or not, or whether the “ figure" 
Wo would simply present the accounts of those present, and add that 
Mr. Volckman was one of the most active mombers of the Dinlectical 
Society's Committee, and to him and a very few others is Spiritualism 
indebted for the celebrated “Report on Spirituaiism,” issued in the 
name 
remarking that, however much he may bo mistaken, any man has a right 
to take such stepa as he conceives to be necessary to expose what he 
bolieves to bo imposition. 1 
investigator of Spiritualism, to which all other imposed considerations 
must give place. 


at 1) o'clock a.m., and at 6,30 p.m. 
the Spiritualists in Birmingham and neighbourhood will be held, 
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THE MRS, TAPPAN FUND. a 
We have been requested by Mr, Strawbridge to give publicity 
lach Jan., 1874. 


reque-of ten pounds 
the benefit of Mra, 


The lms, Putney Hill, S. W., 
My denr Str I have pleasure in sending you n ct 


Tappan, 1 would bave ‘gladly doubled the sum if I had not 8 
recently been called upon largely to the aid of others. — Vours very 
truly, ALEX, CALDER, 


G. N. Strawbridge, Isi. 


“GRASPING A SPIRIT.” 
The manner in which this event has beon reported has ereated n 


vory lively curiosity in the public mind as to the other side of the story. 


No ono is better able to give that version, and no one is more entitled 
Readera will now be able 
OF course 


was a spirit or the medium, 


of that Committee, We would further take the liberty of 


Ailegiance to truth is the first duty of the 


MR. BURNS AT BIRMINGHAM. 
On Sunday Mr. Burns will lecture on Spiritualism at the Athenæum, 
In the allernoon a conference of 
All 
who can be presentare cordially invited to attend, to discuss what 
measures may be adopted for mutual benefit and the progress of the 
movement generally. Mr. Burns hopes to meet many old friends, and 
make the acquaintance of new ones. We have not space to mention 


names, but may reckon on the presence of a party from Coventry, 


Walsall, Wolverhampton, Worcester, Kidderminster, Brierly Will, 
Dudley, Tipton, Wednesbury, West Bromwich, Smethwiek, Halesowen, 


Stourbridge, Lye, and from other places which we cannot think of at 


present. The conference will commence at 3 o'clock, and we hope the 
imited time at disposal will be well occupied by short speeches, 
practical suggestions, and encouraging reports of progress. 


Passen on to spirit life, on December 24, 1873, John Sutherland, for 
27 years Postmaster of Burnly. He was a liberal and intelligent 
investigator of the science of man’s Spiritual nature. 

Maryursoxe Associvriox.—On Wednesday evening, Mr. Burns in- 
augurated the weekly lectures, and deeply interested a full audience 
with a Narrative of Personal Experiences.” Mr. F. Cowper, one of the 
presidents, occupied the chair. Mr. Cotter will lecture on Wednesday 
evening on Spiritualism, as explained by chemistry, illustrated by a 
series of experiments. 

Cavexvisn Roots. — On Sunday morning Mr. Harper commenced 
his discourses, as advertised in another column, His subject was— 
Some Movements of Contemporary Social Life.” He said the firm 
of Crossly, of Halifax, paid income-tax on £100,000, and one condition 
of partnership was that one-tenth of the profits be devoted to charitable 
purposes. The speaker eulogised the Shakers as presenting a state of 
society which was heaven on earth, The discourses will be continued 
on Sunday morning, at 11 o'clock. 

Tun Harirax Psychological Society held their annual tea-meeting on 
Christmas Day, when 140 persons sat down to tea, one-fourth of that 
number being scholars at the Children’s Lyceum. The room was 
beautifully decorated, and the occasion was a most joyous one. Mr. 
John Longbottom presided. The choir sang as only the members of 
the Children’s Lyceum can sing. Recitations and dialogues by the 
children were given, and Mrs. Seattergood and others recounted their 
experiences. We hope to give fuller particulars next week. 


Tun Souru LONDON Progressive Association, 24, Lower Srast- 

FORD Srreer, Brackrriars.—Harnest and respectful inquirers into 
spiritual phenomena are informed that a new quarter is about to com- 
mence, and all such are invited to unite with the association to investi- 
gate the various phases of trance and physical mediumsbip. A cabinet 
has been erected, and strict rules laid down for the observation of con- 
ditions. Meetings on Tuesday evenings at 7.30. Sunday-eyening meet- 
ings aro discontinued. For terms of membership, apply to Mr. Weeks, 
as aboye. 
Ay Association for mutual improvement in Spiritual and psycho- 
logieal science has been formed at Mr. Cogman’s Institution, 15, St. 
Peter's Road, Mile End. The terms of association are a shilling a 
quarter, with liberty to introduce friends to the weekly meetings, and 
take part in the discussions on the papers read. The basis of the associ- 
ation is intellectual, and not of the sensational order, The first paper 
will be read by Mr. Burns of the Spiritual Institution, on Wednesday 
evening next, January 21, subject The Science of Spiritualism.” 

Mr. Walen, the missionary medium, is going on all right in South 
Wales. His present address is caro of Mr. R. Lewis, 5, Montgomery 
Terrace, Cardiff. Mr. Young writes from Llanelly :—" A more earnest, 
truth-loving, disinterested medium we have not met with, and on leaving 
he takes with him the good wishes of all. My pen fails to describe the 
beauty of his discourses while entranced; but we find the control is 
much influenced by conditions. Often while in conversation, some- 
times at meals, the medium would suddenly be entranced, and his guides 
would throw a flood of light on the subject under discussion. This is 
a very pleasing and instructive part of Mr. Wallace’s mediumship. Ho 
only wants to be known to be appreciated. His terms are exceedin ly 
moderate, in fact, I think too moderate; which goes to prove the desire 
he feels to impart all he knows at tho lowest cost.” 
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DOMESTIC SPIRITUALISM IN YORK. : MARYLEBONE ASSOCI ATION 3 INQUIRERS INTO 

To the Riiitor.— Dear Sir. With your permission, 1 will take the | z a St IRI TUALISM. 
Uderty of giving to investigators an account of one week's meetings of a The annual meeting was held in the Hall of Progress, on Wednesday 
few neighbours and friends. varying from two to seven, as regards their evening, January Tth, Mr. W hitley in the chair, Various speaken 
investigation and success, who, having read the Mumu a long time, | addressed the meetingyand a number of excellent songs were sung, which 
were desirous of searching for and finding the truth of such spirit oom- ! protracted the proceedings to a late hour; but not too long for the en. 
munion as is therein Ry enie ; and, T may say, ~~ (for ny ar Dyan * 3 . s Ee msgsel Pleasing 
ith them is occasional) have been well repaid for their troublo, ie | features. The year begun with, 42 members, Which, o respectiv: 
4. 2 they sat, the medium iy 22 wund to he the kpe at | eee n kii 1 15 and $ meatbors, Hight member had 
ose house we met) was controlled by a spirit who rapped out the | retired, so that of in a md been on a books. en properly consti. 
be of the host's brother who died three iene ago, and i has fully | tuted weekly seances were held under the auspices of the society, but 
coved, by strict test questions through the tilting of the table, bis un- | thirteen circles had been held for some time. The librarian’s report 
Foubted identity; vis. his name; day, month, and year he died; street, showed that 260 lendings had been made amongst 42 members, and that 
and number of house where he lived hat he died of; name of owner | about 1200 readers of the volumes had been found during the year. Tho 


of houses where he last worked; and would also knock out any person's | books were chiefly derived from the Progressive Library, Through the 
age correctly, &., Ke. 


| kindness of various friends, the librarian had distributed 858 copies of 
For the last two or three weeks the medium has boom controlled by | the medium, and a quantity of tracts from the Pioneers, and others had 
another spirit who wrote “ William Barnes,” and under it “advanced 


beon well used, including 4000 leaflets from Mr. Dave. 
and “persevere.” He tells us that our old friend is advancing, and The following is the balance sheet for 1873 :— 
will visit us again 


ue E N & £ s. 0 
On Sunday, the 2lst December, wo bad not sat five minates, and | Balanca in Treasurer's SubseriptiontoSpiritual s ù 
before our usual Service was over (for you must know we always eom- | C „ E Instituten 5 3 0 
mence by reading one of Mrs. Tappan’s soul-stirring prayers, and a | Entrance Fees ... 1 10 0 Rent, and Expenses of 
suitable hymn) the medium was controlled, and began imitating the | Members’ Subseriptions 10 18 0 Meetings... 2. =- 3 17 5 
playing of a piano on the table edge with professional ability, gliding up| Mr. Dawe ... 1 0 0 Menus, Stationery, 
and down the imaginary scales with rapidity and time, I asked if he 


Mrs. Makdougall Gregory 0 10 0 Stamps, Ke. . 215 
Profit on Annual Con- | 

Gert e ds ea OS 1 T? 
Profit on Tea and En- | 

tertainment ... ... 0 3 4 Balance in hand.. 5 6 1 
Profit on Pienice... ... 0 10 


knew the Messiah and Mogart’s 12th Mass, and he tapped out “Yes” 
to that and the question if he would imitate the Kyrie of Mozart's 12th, 
which be did. to my great satisfaction, by organ movements, correctly 
pulling out the imaginary stops at the proper places; the control then 
changed to writing, and wrote a couple of bars of music. I am quite 
certain the medium knows nothing of the instruments imitated, or the 
muste. 

We then asked whore he died, and he wrote “ Edinborough,” also his 
age, bow long he bad inhabited his present abode, and particulars re- 
specting his wife, who he says is now living; and wished me to promise 
to write to his wife informing her of the particulars; the address he 
wrote very plainly, “ No. 15, Lombard Street, Edinboro’, Scotland.“ 1 
promised to do so, and will post the letter to-day; whether it will be 
returned from the Returned Letter Branch or not, I cannot tell. He 
then wrote Believe, Sceptic,” to one of our company who is always 
asking for tests, which he is amply supplied with; he is, or rather was, 
s noted atheist, and has an exceedingly large pile of their books and papers, 
the collection of years: be now believes in God and immortality, but 
does not yet join with us as he believes he will do; old habits are hard 
to east off. After sitting an hour-and-a-half, we brought the meeting to 
a close by this message being written: Medium exhausted; good night, 
dear friends,” and we gave her a glass of water, which restored her. 

The next nicht, after the usual manifestations, the medium was con- 
trolled and recited fluently the following verses, which her husband 
wrote down :— 


The following officers were elected: 


Presidents Mr. Cowper, and Mr. Hunt; Treasurer—Mr. Whitley ; 
Librarian— Mr. Maynard; Seeretary—Mr. White; Committee Mrs. 


ari Miss Hunt; Messrs. Moore, Rhodes, Frichold, Draisey, and 
u 


THE THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY OF LIVERPOOL. 

Your committee, at the end of another year of labour, come before 
you with bright hopes and congratulations for the past and the future. 
The past has been an unprecedented one in Spiritualism in this town; 
this can only be attributed to individual effort amongst your mem- 
bers. Your committee are glad to know that all, without exception, 
bare worked with a hearty good will to the carrying out of the great 
objects which you have so much at heart. The objects of your society 
are “mutual aid and co-operation on the part of its members in the 
discovery of truth,” and your committee haye given (they think) 
every facility for the exercise of your inquiries to attain those objects. 
The past year has brought round Spiritualism many warm-hearted 
friends and co-workers, of which a goodly number have joined your 
society, and so aiding the cause, have made its burdens much 
lighter, so that matters relating to your finanee present, we think, a 
healthy appearance. 

The services, especially those of the Sabbath, have been the means of 
enlightening the publie mind more upon the teachings and philosophy 
of Spiritualism than anything your committee have given encourage- 
ment to. The Sunday Services have been supplied by normal and ab- 
normal speakers, but greater supply has been from trance-speakers. 
We need not refer to all those helpers in this department of the 
work, haying referred before to their names in our last half-year's 
“Report,” but merely add that Mr. J. J. Morse, of London, has, 
On Friday evening a more powerful and wonderful meeting none | during the past year, given us fifty-four lectures in the trance state, 
of those present ever attended, not even Mr. Herne's, which and held sixteen seances under the auspices of your society; and 
several of us have attended. The medium not being very well, | since the commencement to the end, at this the third anniversary of 
another person was controlled, as usual, by imitating the perfor- | your society, or during two years, he bas attended seventy meetings 
mance of a good pianist on the table. Several hymns were then | and given 105 addresses under spirit-influence, which you all know 
sung; at the end of the lines in “Shall we gather at the river?” | are of the highest class of oratory and sound philosophy. 
came the answer, Yes, yes, yes;” all were either rapping it on| Your committee entered upon a work, and are sorry to say, through 
the table with their hands, or their feet, or shouting it, and the table | press of business and work in other quarters, they have not been able to 
tilting it. In singing others some were so affected and full of joy that | carry it out, viz., the publishing of all of Mr. Morse’s Sunday evening 
they eried “ Amen,” others wept; perfume was smelled by some, small | lectures. Two have already been published in pamphlet form—the 
stars of light were seen flitting about by others; perfect harmony existed. | “ Phenomena of Death” and “ What of the Da the first editions 
The spirit then informed them the poetry would be continued at another | of which sold immediately, when your committee printed a second 
time. After more singing the hostess asked, Will you lift Mr. —— | edition of several thousands, which also are selling through Mr, Burns, 
-on the table,” and before her lips had closed Mr. was found on his | 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, London, W. O., at six shillings per 
‘back upon the table, his legs kicking amongst the ornaments of the | hundred, or a penny each, and we are glad to learn that many societies 
mistletoe above, and his elbows beating musical time on the table; and | bave supplied themselves with those pamphlets for distribution and 
then as quick as thought he was turned backwards way over into his | sale, 
chair amidst the loud laughter of all—not much to that person's enjoy- | Your committee cannot but refer again to the’conferenee which you 
ment. Some of the opposite sex were laughing in men's voices, and all | invited to be held amongst you on the Sth, Gth, and 7th of August of 
seemed affected in one way or other. An old lady of sixty-two sang the past year. We believe and look forward to the time when those 
very beautifully, and she asserts she had lost her voice, and had not sung | measures which were well and carefully considered and unanimously 
for ten years; all took their parts well, and the control of the voices | approved and adopted will be carried out, and the injunction of 
was marked by the medium singing in a man's deep-toned voice. The | Paul to bave all things “done decently and in order“ amongst Spiritual - 
spirit promised to show itself in the dark, if we would persevere a little | ists. Weare gratified to know that Mr. Everitt, the president of tho 
longer. conference, and the then appointed council have inaugurated a central 

gives one satisfaction to see the good that is being worked out by | committee in London to carry out what your conference wished and 
these means. I know of several infidels who have been thoroughly | decided upon, and that committee is, we learn, ina fair way of bring- 
conyerted from their old views. All our meetings have been conducted | ing the result toa pleasing issue, which will, we hope, be valiy decided 
in the light. If friends would thus meet together, haying ever in view | upon at the next annual conference. f 
the highest and greatest spiritual good, I have no doubt they will be well | Your society cannot boast so much of the physical or phenomenal 
rewarded. ‘Where two or three are gathered together in my name, i 0 
there am I in the midst of them,” is fully carried out amongst us. We 


part of Spiritualism during the past year, still a few circles havo beer 
formed to develop that useful phase ot mediumship, and some of. rae 
sok started . weeks since, and meet only when convenient; we meet had th 
un to-night. 


circles have been so far successful; some have o spirit-lights 
the direct voice, and the carrying of articles in the air, fave 
I enclose a list of names of those present, which some agree to have 
inserted and some don’t, so please keep out at present. Yours in truth, 
9 E, . 28th, 1873. i 


Bright angels hover o'er your heads, 

All dressed in spotless White; 

They sing His praises day by day, 
The God of truth and light. 

And when you leave this mortal clay 
You upwards take your flight, 

And meet your friends who've gone before, 
All waiting with delight. 

They're stretching out a willing hand 
To help you on your way; 

Press forward, then, the prize to win, 
And know no more delay.” 


On the question being asked if it had ever appeared in print, we received 
an emphatic “ No.” 


under our notice twelve circles formed moro or less of this ¢ pees N. 
town, the accounts of whose sittings have been Ro reported at your 
S. | meetings. ‘These circles have been mainly established by your members, 


J 
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who find that to investigate Spiritualism ie to pot conditions the best 
by forming circles aud using tho moana most favourablo thereto. 

In conclusion, we can say our 0 5 and work have been one with 
yours—to soo the work of tho angels carried forward ton greater en- 
lightenmont of humanity, to a knowledgo of ourselves and the im- 
mortal life to which we are all tending; and thus, as the past yoar has 
boon one to causo pleasant reflections, we wish, in delivering up the | 
charge with which we havo been entrusted into your hands, that the 
arrangements in the future may always bring to tw recollections more 
cheering than the past; and with this we accord to you all a happy now 
your. 

5 (Signed) On behalf of the committee, 
donus Cuarsias, Hon. See. 
January 9, 1874. 


MRS. OLIVE'S SWANCKS. 

At one of Mrs. Olive's Wednesday evening seances “ Dr, Porbes,” in 
reply to a question proposed by one of the company as to superstition 
and Spiritualism, gave the following eloar definition: (Chat superstition 
was only a dark error of mind for frightening old womer and children, 
but that Spiritualism was an enlightoned scienco that engaged tho best 
and most exalted faculties of the human mind. Tho “Doctor” then 
proceeded to speak of tho first, second, and third spheres, Tho firat 
aphere, which he described as pormeated with a night-like darkness, was 
the abode of those spirits who in earth-life had been tainted with murder, 
anger, malico, hatred, revenge, Ko., and after some signs of sorrow for 
their past misused timo gradually approached tho second sphere, where 
the darkness and misery was in some degree alleviated, and owing to the 
visits of purer and higher spirits they were prepared to pass into the 
third sphere, where the ear of repentance really began. The“ Doctor” 
described the third sphere as like, in atmosphere, the close of a Decem- 
ber day towards tive or six in the evening. 

Many questions were asked on so interesting a topic, but the above 
terse account embraces the most salient points of the * Doctor's” in- 
struction on the subject. 

Tho following letter also refers to Mrs. Olive's mediumship :— 

Dear Sir,—At a private seanco I had with Mrs. Olive a few days 
since, after “ Sunshine” and Dr, Forbes” had manifested themselves 
and advised me on strictly private affairs, I had the pleasure (one often 
longed for) of a visit from a much-loved sister who has passed to the 
summer-land fourteen years since, She spoke with difliculty, for which 
she accounted as being her first visit to our earth-sphere, and remarked 
that she could not speak so fluently as the spirits with whom I had been 
holding communion, She has told me that she will come to commune 
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to hell hora is no esvape? And, on the other hand, there 7 5 be 
much benefit derived by knowing Chat Christ preached to 0 55 wi 
unfortunate antediluyians, seeing, according to their Creed, there 17 9 
redemption for them. But if we look at this passago of eth are Bible, 
light of Spiritualism, wo see a grand truth. n truth which the Bil le, 
with all its boasted wisdom, does not reveal—and that is, that no spirit, 
however dark, that no soul, however burdened with erime and fettered 
in chains which he has forged for himself by his dark deeds upon earth, 
bat what shall ultimately be brought out from that state of bondage, and 
sot freo on the shores of the Summer-land—not one shall be left behind, 
The spirit of God is in man, and it must sooner or Intar bring forth its 
like; the germ is thoro, and it must come forth to life. Jesus and 
other good spirits are probably now preaching to dark spirits in prison, 
and Jesus might have went after his death and preached to them for a 
fow hours before ho showed himself to Mary; but I should say not, judg- 
ing from what Spiritualism teaches us. T should say he was hovering 
around his friends in Jerusalem, «wailing for conditions to manifest 
Himself to them, and that his soul nover was in bell, as supposed by 
those who believe in creeds. J. REAN. 
[16 must be borne in mind that we have no authentic historical infor- 


| mation as Lo what Jesus did for the three days after his crucifixion, Lhe 


records which wo have in gospels, epistles, creeds, Co., may have been 
founded on some fact of revelation, but expressed in language embodying 
tho views and opinions of the various writers who have banded the ides 
down to us. It is clear that by “ hell” the Scriptures do not mean what 
our correspondent implies by that word, Tt is not a place of punishment, 
but the abode of the dead—those who bave laid aside their bodies, but 
have not been quickened in spirit to a higher consciousness of existence 
than carth-life was able to supply. The préaching of Jesus to these may 
have been a psychological effect produced instantaneously by the exer- 
cise of his will. Unless we know what is meant by Paradise and Hades, 
we cannot discuss their application profitably.—Ep, M.] 


Mr. J. Walmsley, 70, Cavendish Street, Barrow, reports to us an 
experience on this subject. A few weeks ago himself and nine others 
were directed by their spirit-guides to hold a seanco at St. Mary's Abbey, 
for the purpose of liberating some earth-bound spirits. The controlling 
spirit purported to be an Abbot who lived upwards of three hundred 
yoars ago at that abbey. The party reached the spot about 7.50 p.m., 
when the medium was EE by the guide referred to, who pointe: 
out the grave of the last Abbot, and severed, as he called it, the magnetic 
cord that bound him down to his ashes, Several others were treated in 
the same way, and as soon as they were liberated the spirits controlled 
the medium, and in a very characteristic manner commenced to defend 
the Catholic faith, and offer up prayers to the Virgin Mary, ‘The next. 


with mo again through Mrs. Olive, so that I am looking forward with 
much pleasure to my next private seance with so gifted a medium.— 
Yours truly, —Barsard Suru, M.A., Clare College, Cambridge. 


MEDIUMISTIO ACCRETION, 

To the Editor. — Dear Sir, —A very prominent case of this kind has 
lately come under my observation. During Mrs. Julia B. Dickinson’s 
first visit to this country I had occasion to consult her with roferenco to 
a friend, who was suffering from nervous prostration and affection of 
the heart. At that time Mrs. Dickinson's rôle, if L may so express it, 
was strictly confined to medical examination and prescription, and did 
not partake of any of the other forms of mediumship. On her return, 
however, from America in November last I was present at the meeting 
held at 15, Southampton Row to welcome her back again, and I then 
observed indications of other forms of mediumship which subsequent 
interviews confirmed. For a few weeks following her arrival here Mrs. 
Dickinson held a kind of levée once a week at the Spiritual Institution, 
and on one of the evenings gave tests, both clairvoyant and clair- 
audient, to nearly twenty different persons, so clearly and distinctly 
that there was not one failure of recognition, and so great a success I 
never remember to have witnessed even with test-modiums, Those who 
were fortunate enough to receive a “ Christmas-box” from their 
spirit-friends at her last meeting will, I am sure, not soon forget it. 
Since that time I have had the pleasure of meeting Mrs. Dickin- 
son several times, and find that there is still another form of medium- 
ship being unfolded, viz., the prophetic or foretelling—not vague and 
indefinite as to time, but giving actual day and date, which I have 
proved by a circumstance that has passed as foretold, and transpired on 
the date named. Now all this is in addition to her medical control, 
which continues unabated, and which, I believe, is being still further 
developed. It is an instance not only of quantity but quality, with 
yaar it is rare that any ono indiyidual is so richly endowed.—Yours 

truly, 8. 

Herne Hill, January 12, 1874. 


SPIRITS IN PRISON. 


A paragraph in the Meprua, No. 195, is given with the above head- 
ing, The Creed says that Jesus descended into hell and the third day 
aroseagain. Now, if we are to believe the Creed, how are we to believe 
Jesus himself, for he said to tho dying thief, who was crucified with him, 
“This day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” But if, as the Creed 

„Says, he was three days in hell, how could he at the samo time be with 
“the thief in paradise? Therefore the Creed must either bo false, or 
Jesus must himself havo been mistaken as to What would occur to him 
after death. As a Spiritualist, I believe the Creed is false, and that tho 
soul of Christ never went into hell. Thie Scriptures nowhere state that 
Christ went into hell, neither is there any ground for such an inference; 
and if such an inference could be drawn, it is clear from the record 
‘itself that he could not have remained in hell more than forty hours, as 
he was seen by Mary Magdalene the second morning after his death, as 
early as the dawn of day, Some of the orthodox theologians think that 
Jesus at tho time of his death went and preached to those spirits in prison 
those that were disobedient in the days of Noab. And others think 
‘that he, by ee irit, preached to them before the Elood, and they would 
not listen to a consequently they were drowned and are now shut up 
in prison, reserved 


y is true, what would 
en oa toate d 


for the sentence of the last day. Now, if the first 
the uso of Christ preaching to these spirits 
rms that if a man is wicked enough to get 


day being Sunday, another meeting was held, when four mediums were 
controlled, and various spirits who had been liberated on the previous 
evening thanked the oirelá for what had been done for them. One of 
these spirits has controlled the medium at the sittings ever since. 

This question of carth-bound spirits is a very interesting one; and 
we do not allude to the matter so much to propound a theory as to 
subject it to the scrutiny of investigation. Who knows anything of thw 
liberation of spirits? Who can supply us with any information? We 
see by the newspapers that an agitation is taking place at some parte of 
the Continent to introduce the practice of burning the bodies of the 
dead. What effoct would such a proceeding have upon the spirit? for, 
if spirits be earth-bound by magnetical attachments to spots where their 
bodies were interred, what would be the result if these bodies had been 
burned instead of placed in the grave? Here isa field for investigation, 
which we should be glad to see researched by competent observers. 


SPIRITUALISM IN BIRMINGHAM. 

Crowded audiences still attend the Sunday services, at the Athengum, 
Birmingham, conducted by Mr. John Collier, Some slight opposition 
has been shown on the part of a few Christians, who bave also been 
endeavouring to form an anti-Spiritualists’ Association in the town. 
The newspapers, alivo to the importance of the subject as an item of 
public interest, have reported both sides, albeit very partially, Tho 
work at the Midland Spiritual Institute is being prosecuted with full 
vigour, and seances are being held nearly every night at the private 
houses of members, Mrs. John Collier has been spending a fortnight 
in Birmingham, and holding seances, at which most remarkable 
phenomena have been elicited. 

Semupvattsrs’ Tea ann Coxcerr.—A social tea-meeting and concert 
in connection with the Midland Counties’ Association of Spiritualists 
took place last night in the Priory Rooms, Upper Priory. About 200 
sat down to tea, after which the concert commenced. The principal 
singers were Miss Rose, Miss Baker, Mrs. Jackson, and Mrs. Bell, and 
Messrs. Cole, Boll, Coleman, and Smith. Miss Grace Collier, a mere 
child, played some very difficult solos on the pianoforte in an excellent. 
manner, and received great applause from the audience. Mr. Bell 
acted as conductor. This well-attended New Year's festival has given 
great satisfaction to all friends,—Birmingham Morning News. 


MR. MORSE AT BIRMINGHAM. 

On Sunday Mr. Morse addressed two meetings in the Athenwum, 
Birmingham, and a report of the same occupies about a column and a 
half in the Birmingham Morning News, The editor also devotes u 
leading paragraph to tho event. In the evening a committee of five 
persons chose the subject, only one Spiritualist serving on the committee. 
Tho subject selected was,“ What is the State of Departed Secularists,— 
Paine, Voltaire, and others?” Mr, Morse, in tho trance, reconstructed 
tho question as follows :—“ What is Secularism and what is Christianity, 
and tho contrast which they both present to the teachings of Spiri- 
tunlism?” The spirit concluded by stating that as the positions of 
people in the spirit-world were so varied, and differed with every indi- 
vidual, it would be invidious to select the fate of any one, As men live 
in this world, so they would live in the one beyond. Mr. NMorse's visit 
seems to have given the publie considerable satisfaction, and encouraged 
and sustained the Midland Spiritual Tnstitute, 


Fripyps rros the country, visiting Birmingham on a Sunday, to attend 
the seanco or hear the lectures, can be accommodated with tea at 18. per 
head, by Mrs. Perks, 312, Bridgo Street West, Well Street, Hockley. 
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MR, MORSIUS APPOINTMENTS, 
Livexroore—-Sunday, January (8th, Lslington Assembly Rooms, Ting 
ton, Afternoon nt Melo, evening at 7 Glock, Admission, (ree, | 
Giascow.—Sunday, January Neth, Prada’ Hall, Evening, i o'clock, 
Also in the Society's Rooma during the week, 
NeweastneorehyNt Sunday, February Tat, Mroemnasena’ Old Hall, | 
Newynte StLreet, Evening at 7 o'clock. Subject “Cod, the Soul, | 
and a Futures State.” Monday and Tuesday, Mebraary tad and Ord, 
at the Lecture Hall, Nelson Street, at 8 Olek, Subjveta to bo chaser 
by the audionve. Liokets may be obtained of Mr. I, G, Blake, 40, | 
Gratoger Strout, 
IAN. o follow, 
Lrvertoor —Ditte, 
Me. Morse’s address during the week is 
Pleasington, near Blackburn, 


Care of J. . Stones, Leg., 


Mise Lortin Fownnr ja about to visit Scotland, after which she 
thinks of going on the continent, She bas hada busy time in the North, 
and makes friends wherever sho goes. 

Orona Me, Johnson, of Hyde, Trance Medium, will deliver two 
neldresses in the Temperance Hall, Horsedge Street, on Sunday, dan, 18, 
at 2.90 and 6 pan, 

Sexpay Lecronk Soormry.—St. George’s Hall, Langham-place, Sun- 
day afternoons at four o'clock precisely, January I8th—Moncure D. 
Conway, Bag, on “Mythical Zoology, and the Traces of Animal Wor- 
ship in Kugland.“ 

Mavenesrer.—On Sunday, January 25, Mrs. Butterfield, inspira- 
tional medium, will deliver two addresses under spirit-influence in 
the Temperance Hall, Grosvenor Street, at hall-past two and half-past 
SIX p-m. 3 

Waist On Monday evening. January 19, Mr. J. Burns will de- 
liver a lecture on the “ Science of Spiritualism” at the Working Men’s 
Club. Particulars as to admission may be obtained of Mr. Blinkhorn, 
No, 16, George Street, Walsall. 

A Nsw Seaver ty Loxpoxe—Mrs. Dickinson, whose Tuesday evening 
seanees at the Spiritual Institution gave such pleasure to numerous 
visitors, has been directed by her guides to open a weekly seance for in- 
vestigators, on Thursday evenings, at her own rooms, 9, Somerset Street, 
Portman Square, W. The sittings will commence at S o'clock. Admis- 
sion 28. Gd. each person. 

Easy Loxpon Association or Spinrrvatists. — This association, 
meeting at the Temperance Hall, 103, Mile Rot Road, will bold their 
annual tea-meeting on Tuesday evening, February 3, at six o'clock. 
Tickets one shilling each. The committee are desirous of meeting with 
trance-mediums who could deliver addresses at their weekly meetings. 
Mr. George Lambert, secretary, 95, Sewardstone Road, Victoria Park, 

Tare tus Hixt.—Mr, Crookes’ article in the Quarterly Journal of 
Science is creating more and more interest every day. Besides baying 
sold a considerable number, we have about a dozen copies in constant 
circulation amongst the readers of the Progressive library. These copies 
have already been read by hundreds of persons, for they are out and in 
sometimes more than once a day, and find several readers every time 
they are taken out, If this plan has been so useful with us, why not 
adopt it elsewhere? Every committee, society, circle, or active 
Spiritualist, should have one or more copies of the Journal, and keep 
them constantly at work, instructing all who care to read as to the 

stand which Mr. Crookes has taken in respect to the “ manifestations 
called Spiritual.” The price of the Quarterly Journal is 5s., and if the 
copies are properly put to use, the price of them will be well-spent 
money, 

“A Lors Man” asks why the spirits who control genuine 
mediums do not expose their mediums when they are guilty of decep- 
tion. Can any of our readers afford an answer ? 


Potiricvs asn Co.—It is not any part of our mission to enter into 
controversy with youon the subjects of which you write. Ifyou have 
work to do, do it; we do ours. Surely you can find a more lofty occu- 
pation than attempting to make better men than yourselves liars. 


Dx. J. Srxap.— Tour exertions are laudable. The words to which 
Fou refer do not set forth any theory, but are used simply to illustrate a 
principlé by the presentation of facts. The first fact is, that Jesus or 
Christ was put to death between malefactors, The second, that he is 
now worshipped as a God throughout Christendom. ‘The moral is, 
that men who are denounced as dangerous and heretics are really the 
best men in society, and in after ages have sometimes even moré than 
justice paid to their name. So ‘may you also triumph over opposition, 
and your motives meet with generous recognition from those whom you 
labour to enlighten. 
©. Taytor thinks it is ‘dreadfully wicked to pretend to hold com- 
munion with spirits,” and he adds, “ Be sure God's judgment will over- 
take you sooner or later.” „All through the blessed Bible” he finds 
God making his will known to men without trickery, cabinets, or 
violet light. In our day we also have revelations of a very important 
kind, apparently without reference to conditions. But that is no reason 
why, for the purpose of gaining a knowledge of man’s spiritual sur- 
roundings, every experiment should be tried likely to aid in the work 
of Peya We do not hear in the Bible of steam-engines, 
cotton-mills, railways, gas-lighting, telegraphs, penny-posts, scientific 
societies, colleges of surgeons, &c., Ke.; but surely that is no reason 
why we should not avail ourselves of those social agencies in this age of 
greater enlightenment. C. Taylor is a specimen of humanity now al- 
most obsolete, and his friends should secure him while he is in good 
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An nimanask for Spiritualists, pages in f neal, wrapper, fop ona 


3 A Bin, 
Ve predict for this little gem, an extraordinary sale, as it, mäst have, ty 


pay the publisher, Already thousands of copies are ordered. By PAYing 
Ys, Öd., societies can Have their prospectus on the wrapper, as shown on 
the oppovile page. Busingas men also avail themselves of this form of 
advertising for their trade announcements, The alinanncks ure gala ay 
üs. por 100, whieh, with the addition of 2s. Gd. for inserting (he maler, 
Lisoment on the wrapper, makes 100. 8s, Gd., 200 148, Gd., and so op 
Every society should have a few, with their arrangements thus WA VEE ina, 
To all tho almanack will be found the most complete document to Place 
in the hands of inquirers during the year, ‘There is i spiritual text Fop 
every day in the year; and besides vory full information there is given ý 
seriós of very completo essays, one of which appears ou the opposite 
page. Send for a specimen copy at once, and decide on having a quantity 
while the type is up. $ 

Mr. Kuuenaw, of Oldham, intends visiting Bacup soon, with Me 
Wood, trance medium, for the purpose of opening out the question ot 
Spiritualism, j > 

“ Mobzus Spiritualism in the Light of the New Church,“ a lecture 
by the Rev. Professor R, I. Tafel, A. M., Ph. D., bas been published, 
price 2d., by James Speirs, 36, Bloomsbury, 

Nueweasriu.—In answer to the paragraph in last week's Mun from 
Ewen Cameron, Leyburn, Bedale, Yorkshire, respecting a young man 
who desires to be introduced to Spiritnalists in Newcastle, a member of 
the society writes, on behalf of the Neweastle Society, “ We will gladly 
welcome the young man amongst us; the only condition we ask, that he 
or anyone who may desire to attend will investigate the subject with an 
honest and impartial motive. We make no distinction of persons if 
their motives are honest and their intentions pure.“ Application may 
be made to Mr. E. J. Blake, 49 Grainger Street. 

AsrnoL.ocy.—If “ritz” and others interested in the sublime sciences 
of Astrology will communicate with Philip Heydon, 8, Russell Place, 
Leeds, Yorkshire, they will receive such information as they require. It 
is to be regretted that there should be occasion to insert the paragraph 
preceding “ Fritz's,“ as such like and other practices bring astrologers into 
disrepute, 


Mr. Heydon, by the kind permission of the Editor, begs to 
inform the readers of the Mepros that although his advertisement docs 
not appear, his address is still as given above. 

To the Hditor.—Sir,—With reference to the paragraph in your 
edition of last week, to the effect that you had been informed that 
several persons had transmitted to mo fees in accordance with my 
advertisements which I had not acknowledged, will you permit me to 
say that as an astrologer I have never advertised more than five or six 
times in all my life, and then only in your own paper. Moreover, those 
advertisements make no reference to a fee. In your next edition I shall 
advertise a reward to any person who can prove my having received a 
single fee which I haye not acknowledged. Persons who are ignorant 
of their hour of birth, and thereby entail on me much extra trouble, 
may have to wait longer than others for the result of my calculations; 
but no one, I am sure, consults me save of his own free will, and all 
must be aware that I can no more work for nothing than can other 
men.—Yours obediently, W. B. BAN TAD. 

9, Bell Yard, Doctors’ Commons, Jan. 14th, 1874. 

Lrrps.—At a meeting of the Psychological Society, held on the Tth 
instant, it was unanimously resolved to fix the minimum yearly sub- 
scription for members at 6s, per annum, payable monthly, quarterly, or 
half-yearly—instead of 5s. half-yearly as hitherto—in order to meet 
the requirements of all classes and extend the operations of the Society. 
In addition to the regular meetings on Wednesdays and Sundays, 
special nights during the week are now set apart for the investigation ol 
Spiritual phenomena. Persons wishing to form or join select circles or 
seances on any particular evening may do so by applying to the Secre- 
tary by letter or personally. Since the premises have been taken in 
Britannia Buildings several new members have been enrolled and many 
interesting meetings held. The Committee are, therefore, encouraged 
to believe that before very long the Psychological Society will be recog- 
nised as one of the permanent and useful institutions of this important 
town. Friends passing through Leeds will be gladly welcomed. 

A Caution to Ixyesticarors.—A lady who has been for some time 
past curious on the subject of spiritual manifestations, but who has not, 
apparently been open to the conviction of the necessity of pursuing her 
researches in a prayerful spirit, became acquainted with a gentleman 
who has recently had evidence of himself being a medium, by the move- 
ment of tables, and some messages through the sounds on them, Very 
recently this lady and gentleman, with a friend, a young lady, sat on a 
Sunday evening. Great surprise was experienced at some of the answers 

obtained, and that the sounds were of an extremely gentle character 
when addressed to the young lady friend, while those to the others were 
very loud and violent; the answers to questions asked bearing evidence 
of being from one who had departed from this world just ikres days 
previously, and between the two thore bad existed a very strong 
degree of enmity, After a prolonged sitting they were told to“ put out 
the lights,” when the lady sitting saw a light, but remarked, “ I daresay 
it was all imagination.” She immediately became insensible, having 
been violently knocked off her chair, and on recovering consciousness 
found the candles re-lighted, her friends occupied in endeavouring to 
restore her, and herself with severe spasms of the heart. She was 
severely bruised and strained, and remained for several days unable to 
move without severe pain, only very slowly recovering. The gentleman 
pee declared that ho felt something pass between him and her just 

efore she was knocked down, I greatly regret that this visitation was 
not received in a kindly spirit as soon as the individuality was recog- 


nised, and a sincere desire expressed for the future happiness of the 
unfortunate one who had departed with such feelings of animosity still 
existing. This would, doubtless, have been the means of avoiding the 
alarming and painful dénouement, It is, however, a premonition to all 
early investigators to treat all spirits who may approach them in a 
benevolent frame of mund with, at least, as earnest a desire of the heart 
for their progress towards Sa ae as they would show to any of tho 
«nfortunate or vicious still in the flesh, Henry Couney, 


condition and have him preserved in a glass case in the British 
Museum. A few generations ago people of his stamp hurled “ God's 
judgment” at anyone who attempted to discover knowledge, or even 
introduce improved methods of manufacture. All the sciences have 
thus been denounced, and every form of useful machinery or new in- 
vention has had to contend against that form of ignorance and super- 
stition manifested by our correspondent, but now, happily, rare to be 
met with. i 
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THE ST, JOHN'S ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS, 
Treasurer. 
Mr. J. S. STEELE. 


Litravtan, 


Mu, G. CAIN, 


Provident. 
Mr. R. BARBER. 
Ilan, Seeretary, 
Mr. R. PEARCE: 


Conmirrer Rooms, 30, Panseiern Stren, Isninerox, N. 
Membership Subscription Is. per Quarter, which entitles to 
admission to mectings and use of library. 


Nlectings are held at Goswell Hall, 86, Goswell Road, every 
Sunday Evening, at 7 o’clock. Admission free. Also on Thursday 
Evenings, at S o'clock, Particulars of which are announced as 
occasion may require, 


PRICE ONE PENNY. 


LONDON: 
J. BURNS, PROGRESSIVE LIBRARY AND SPIRITUAL 
INSTITUTION, 15, SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C. 


— 


| 4th Month] APRIL. 30 Days 
l Moon’s Phases. 
l if arst, Full Moon I1 19 pm., 16th, New Moon $2 pm 
* oth, Last Quarter 10 2op.m. | 23rd, First Quarter .. o 4pm 
T Ns 
5 +) | | A 
'| 1] W Our path is onward. 
P gi 2 | Th | Why should any despair of progress ? 
4 | 3] E` | No one's so near to heaven to lose all scope. 
ae 48 | No one’s so near to hell to lose all hope. 
| §| | Life, a part of Nature's perfect whole. 
© 1 61M | Life is real; life is earnest. 
yo | il tg Life is more than letter or than law. > 
P 8 | W | Our little sphere of being is darkly rimmed with life. 
9 | Th | All life hath spiritual relationship to God. 


10 F | We should live in the light of immortality. 
S | This is the probationary, the other the real life. 
© | Mind echoes to mind; heart throbs to heart. 
M | Like attracts like. : 
Each impure nature hath its parasites, 
W | An invisible chain runs from soul to soul. 
Th | It is the mind, not the body, that lives for eternity. 
F | Man is dual, body and spirit; both need culture, 
| S | The communion of soul supersedes that of body. 
| S | Peace on earth, good-will towards men. 
M | Peace, heaven's fairest issue. 
T | As health is to the body, so is peace to the soul. 
The dream of universal peace will yet be realised. 
Blessed are the peacemakers ! 


Peace be with you. 

Patience, the meekest angel of God. 

‘The beautiful will bless, and teach us patience. 
Patience reconciles the smiles and tears of life. 


e and patience to endure unto the end, 


g 


The angel of peace hovers o’er the graves of martyrs to-day. 
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QO OO” 


OF WHAT USE IS SPIRITUALISM? 


Man has many needs. Food, clothing, and material necessities com- 
prise only a few of them. As an intellectual, moral, social, and 
spiritual being, he also has requirements. Spiritualism is of great 
use in some of these respects. It satisfies the intellect as to the nature 
of man, and supplants those wild speculations and theories which have 
led thousands of gifted men to unhappiness and ruin. The doctrines of 
Spiritualism have great influence in directing men into moral channels; 
it has powerful reformatory tendencies, and thousands upon thousands 
of homes have been rendered pure and happy throughit. Spirit com- 
munion restores to us those we love, but who have by the death-angel 
been removed to a higher state of being. Millions endure unutterable 
anguish consequent upon the rupture to the affections caused by death. 
What a glorious use it is to heal these loving and broken-hearted ones, 
and bring to them again the sweet solace which comes from com- 
munion with those they love! Spiritualism does not only do this, but 
it changes our views of death, so as to prevent entirely the irrational 
grief which devours so many minds. The spirits—our fathers, 
mothers, guardians, and helpers—can give us useful hints when in 
difficulties, guide us in our associations, warn us of dangers, heal us 
when sick, cheer us when sad, communicate inventions and improved 
processes, enlighten our conceptions, purify our motives, elevate our 
affections, and influence us in numberless directions. Man is by nature 
related to the spirit-world, and this new science teaches us how to 
cultivate the acquaintance of good spirits, and not only avoid evil in- 
fluences, but even to improve low spirits. Lastly, Spiritualism explains 
the great spiritual works of the past, about which commentators 
wrangle and dispute. By it the spirit of sectarianism Is dissolved, and 
true religion and human brotherhood are made to prevail. But it is as a 
spiritual being that this great movement is of most use to man. It 
ministers to the requirements of his invisible nature, and brings him near 
to God and purity of life. ‘he influences in lite which attract mankind 
toearthly and sensual enjoyments are many, and require some counter- 
balancing power which it has been the function of true religion, in all 
ages, to supply. The controlling and elevating tendencies of good 
associations and ripe, pure minds are universally acknowledged. The 
father, mother, and disinterested friend, are the guides and protectors 
of youth. Cultivate spirit-communion, for it restores to you those from 
whom by death you may haye been separated. Learn to love and 
hold intercourse with those good and wise beings who have left the 
shores of time and the conditions of material sense, and who, purged 
{rom selfish motives and gross desires, can exercise on those in the 
vale of material life an influence for good which human associations 

are powarless to effect, Millions of erring ones and dark-minded ` 
unbelievers have been brought to purity and spiritual enlightenment 


through the minisbrations of spirits. This is the very highest uso 


which Spiritualism can possibly accomplish, 


ò 
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PURLICA TION OF, MRS. I TAPP ANS 
INSPIRATIONAL ORATIONS 
BY SUBSCRIPTION, 
ON THE SOG PERI * I PRECOR LE. 
At the rate of 4s. 6d. per 100, or 25 per cent. under usual Wholesale price, 
SPROCIMENS NOW READY, PRICE. 1p, POST EREB 140. 


CONDITIONS OF SALE. 
Tho quantity of Orations ordered must be paid for in advance, at the rate of 4s, Gd, per 100 copies, 
At least 100 copies of any one Oration must be ordered at that price. 
Che publication of any one Oration cannot be proceeded with till 5,000 copies are ordered, 
Window bills will be allowed with each parcel to help the sales, and allow full publicity: in every district. 
Booksellers are allowed to participate in this arrangement. 
The Orations must he sold in numbers as issued from our office, and not done up in parts or volumes hy 
vendors. . 
ADVANTAGES OF THIS PLAN. 
As compensation for prepayment, and to interest as many as possible in the sale of the work, it jg 
offered at 25 per cent. less than the usual wholesale price. The copies will be retailed, singly, at one penny 
each, while they will cost a little more than a halfpenny. 
The purchaser being, at the same time, capitalist and publisher, all expenses of N discount, and 
cost of advertising will be saved. 
The large margin of profit allowed will enable vendors to make extraordinary efforts to effect sales, and 
those who are disposed to help the movement by gratuitous distribution will have the greatest. facilities for so 


doing. 
SUGCESTIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS. 


Those who cannot take 100 copies of any one Oration, may club together with others, and have a parcel 
conjointly. 

A local representative should be appointed in each locality to collect individual orders, and have all down 
in one parcel to save carriage.. $ 

Those who subscribe for parcels may offer them for sale to their booksellers, whom they might induce to 
participate in the subscription. 

Those who desire to collect the Orations for their own use at retail price, one penny each, may spend the 
surplus profits in bestowing copies on others, or in using them as specimens to obtain new subscribers. 

eee “tity a committee might be formed, and funds raised to send suitable Orations to the various 
clade OF ths comm anit y, till the leading minds throughout the country were supplied. Thus, some Orations 


would be more suitantee, for scientific minds, and others might, with more propriety, be sent to ‘clergymen and 
~d 


SPLAN OF PUBLICATION. 

The Orations are already stereotyped, so that the chief cost in publishing them has been met. 

They are arranged in two sets; those more particularly of a religious and spiritual character are entitled 
“SPIRITUAL ETHICS.” The Orati er F. treating of the Science of Spiritualism, and the Philosophy of the i 
Manifestations, are classed under the general ending THE NEW SCIENCE.“ 

One of each class will be published per week!” Ihe invocation, and inspirational poem, given with each 
Oration, are printed at the beginning and the end hersi  nespectiv ely, with a short introduetion, stating the 
circumstances under which the Oration was delivered, rendering each uber complete in itself. 

By the adoption of this plan, these extraordinary productions may reach air unprecedented circulation, and 
do a good work, with little or no outlay, at the same time enlisting the active efforts and “sympathies of many 


individuals. à 
Orders should be sent to J. BURNS, 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, London, W.C. 


religious persons. 


Just Published, price 58., DR. SEXTON’S ORATIONS ON SPIRITUALISM, 
Tur QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF SCIENCE for eo i Claims of Modern Spiritualism upen Public Attention. 
JaNvAny, 1574. No. 2.—How I became a Spiritualist. Prico 1d. 
This Number contains an article by Wunn at CROOKES, FRS., Ke, No. 3.—Spirit-Mediums and Conjurers. Price 2d. 
entitled: 75 God ane Immortality viewed in tho light of Modern Spiritualism. 
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NOTES OF an ENQUIRY INTO THE PHENOMENA CALLED 
SPIRITUAL, during the Years 1870-1873.” 


London: 3, Horse-Shoo Court, Ludgate Hill, E. C. 
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TRANCE ADDRESSES BY J. J. MORSE. 


What of the Dead? Price 1d. f 
The Phenomena of Death. price 1d. 
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